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A NOT-FOR-PROFIT, ALL VOLUNTEER, EQUESTRIAN ORGANIZATION 

Mar. 26th Saturday -SFTR Annual AU-
TISM Ride. TB: Sylvia Cruz-Alvarez.  
 
Apr. 4th -General Meeting at Latin Mix 
Rest. 11368S W 184 St. Speaker: Dr. Jerry 
Diaz - Equine vet will speak about unique and 
unusual cases in equine medicine. 
 
Apr. 15th ï17th Friday thru Sunday -  
Hickory Hammock campout. 

Apr. 23rd Saturday -  Ranch Sorting for FUN!  
TB: Augie Saavedra. 
 
Apr. 30th Saturday -  Va. Key BEACH Ride! It 
is finally here. All riders must be PREPAID  
 
Apr. 29th ï1st Friday thru Sunday - Heartland 
Horses & Handicapped Ride-a-thon 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR THE TRAIL RIDERS 

SFTR BEACH RIDE  



OFFICERS 

 

ALL AREA CODES ARE 305 UNLESS STATED 
President  
Wayne Hershberger     206-1698 
whersh1835@aol.com     
Vice President  
Nelson Rodriguez     431-1895 

.  
Treasurer  
Julie Gonzalez   786- 261-9020 
Secretary 
Carolina Puig-Rodriguez    342-3156 
 

Board of Directors    
Sandy Fobb    807-4903 
Bonny George Jr.    233-1897 
Domingo Hernandez   786-253-6639 
Sylvia Cruz-Alvarez    479-6640 
Juana Cabrera     
 

Alternates 
Mike Maldonado    331-7599 
Deda Maldonado                                           302-8312 
 

Camping  
Andrea Sante   216-2461 
Emergency Management  
Sandy Fobb   807-4903   
Funnel Cakes    
Carrie Hershberger   206-0317 
Wayne Hershberger   206-1698 
Hot-Line  
OPEN   OPEN  
Historian  
Mike Maldonado   331-7599 
Deda Maldonado    
Hurricane Stalls  
Debi Catarineau-Priest   274-7484 
Membership  
Andrea Sante   216-2461 
Sylvia Cruz-Alvarez 
Merchandise  
Debbie Brunson   505-7103 
Newsletter  
Deda Maldonado  sftr@watv.net   331-7599 
Sandy Fobb      
Parades    
Debi Cat-Priest   775-1820 
Craig Priest    
Programs  
Ben Kroner   245-2403 
Public Relations / Facebook  
Manny Alvarez 
Sylvia Cruz-Alvarez 
Sunshine  
Cathy Rosenberg  
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COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 

 
TRAIL MANNERS 

 

 Good manners is the grease that helps people 
get along with each other avoiding friction. 
 
¶ UNDER 16 MUST WEAR A HELMET. 
¶ Be aware of the effect your actions have on oth-
ers, their horses and their property. 

¶ Do not upset your co-riderôs horses. 
¶ Ride at a quiet, controlled pace. 
¶ NEVER PASS OTHERS AT A GALLOP. 
¶ Keep a safe distanceé donôt crowd others. 
¶ STAY WITH A DISMOUNTED RIDER 
¶ Respect the property of others. (ie: lawns, farm 
fields, crops, groves, livestock, etc.) 

¶ Leave gates as you found them:  Open gates 
should remain open. Closed gates should remain 
closed. 

¶ DO NOT PASS THE TRAIL BOSS or drop    
behind the drag rider. 

¶ Stay with the trail boss on the same side of the 
road. Do not split the road. 

¶ Clean up after your horse. Pick up manure or 
spread it depending on where you are. Do not 
clean your trailers out when you unload. 

¶ NO PROFANITY ON ANY SFTR EVENTS. 
 
REMEMBER! If you mind your manners others 
wonôt mind when you and your horse return to ride.  

HORSE CHARITIES 
 

The SFTR donates to these charities once a 
year. These charities are badly in need of 
donations. Please try to send what you can 
to help them. Thanks from the SFTR. 
 

South Fla. SPCA 
www.helpthehorses.com 
P.O. Box 924088 
Homestead, Fl. 33092 
 

Horse Protection Association of Florida 
www.HPAF.org 
20690 NW 130 Ave. 
Micanopy, Fl. 32667 
 

F.R.I.E.N.D.S. 
www.eiahorses.org 
1840 NE 65 Ct. 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fl. 33308 

mailto:whersh1835@aol.com
mailto:sftr@watv.net
http://www.helpthehorses.com/
http://www.hpaf.org/
http://www.eiahorses.org/


  Dates and Places 
 

        Call the Hot-line for any cancellations 
         (305) 4-HORSES     446-7737 

March  26 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
April  4 
 
 
 
 

April  11 
 
 
 

April  15 - 17 
 
 
 
 
 
April  23 
 
 

 
April  30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
April 29 - 1st 
 
 
 
 

May  2 

Guest Passes are available for local trail rides. Each pass is $5.00  One pass per person per trailride is required for non-members. This pass is not 
available for any beach rides, Team Penning or Parades. All area codes are (305) unless otherwise stated. TB=Trail Boss 

Saturday - SFTR Annual AUTISM Ride. TB: Sylvia Cruz-Alvarez. Host farm is 
White Star Farms. 25005 SW 193 Ave. Registration will be at 10:00AM. Riding out 
at 11:00AM. Requested donation of $35 or more to enjoy this ride, raffle and lunch. 
All donations are tax deductible. We really need volunteers for this event. Please let 
Sylvia know if you can help. See the flyer in this newsletter. If you have any 
questions, please call Sylvia at 305-479-6640. 
 
Monday - General Meeting at Latin Mix Rest. 11368 SW 184 St. Come on out 
and meet with the club. 7:00 PM dinner, 8:00 PM meeting. Speaker: Dr. Jerry Diaz 
- Equine vet will speak about Unique and unusual cases in equine medicine. 
 
Monday - Board Meeting at Sandy Fobbôs home  26390 SW 147 Ave. 7:00 PM 
social, 8:00 PM meeting. RSVP to 305-807-4903. 
 
Friday thru Sunday - Hickory Hammock campout. TB: Ray Gonzalez. Free 
Primitive camping, 12 stall barn first come first get. Pavilion, portolets, cold shower house 
(no hot water) lots of beautiful oaks to camp under and around. Dogs are welcome on a 
leash. Call Andrea with any questions. 305-216-2461. 
 
Saturday -  Ranch Sorting for FUN! TB: Augie Saavedra. 9:00 AM registration; 10:00 
AM start. $20 per person for 3 runs. Homestead Rodeo grounds. See the article in this 
newsletter. 
 
Saturday - Va. Key BEACH Ride! It is finally here. All riders must be 
PREPAID to be able to go on this ride. Please fill out the form in this 
newsletter and mail in with your payment of $20 per horse. Cars pay at the gate. 
Everyone MUST be a SFTR member before this ride. It is too confusing to try to 
collect money and memberships at the beach. Your name will be on a list at the gate 
to let you and your horses in. Bring your current coggins with you. Please do what 
you can to keep your horses under control. Any questions, please call Andrea 305-
216-2461 or Augie 305-582-1557. You can go to sftrdade.org and go to 
memberships, then you can pay by PayPal. If you have anyone going that is not a 
member, they have to join BEFORE the ride.  
 
Friday thru Sunday - Heartland Horses & Handicapped Ride-a-thon. 
www.heartlandhorses.org or call 863-452-0006 to get more info on this ride and 
campout. (not a SFTR ride) 
 
Monday - General Meeting at Latin Mix Rest. 11368 SW 184 St. Come on out 
and meet with the club. 7:00 PM dinner, 8:00 PM meeting. VOTING TONIGHT! 



PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
   March started with an awesome weekend at Picayune Strand State Forest. The weather was wonderful. The 
people were amazing and the riding was superb. We were there not only to ride and spend time with friends, but 
also to honor a friend and fellow trail rider, Willy Perez. A plaque was added to the memorial stone at the pavil-
ion to honor Willy  who made it possible to construct the pavilion at the trailhead. Thank you to everyone who 
shared in this weekend. You made it special. 
 
   The first of the annual beach rides also took place on the second weekend of March. The day started with high 
surf and choppy waters. As the white capped waves came ashore, the horses were very apprehensive about ex-
ploring the ocean water. However, it wasn't long before the first horse went in, then others followed and everyone 
had a great time. There will be another beach ride at the end of April. If you miss this ride, you will miss a won-
derful time. Make plans now to attend.  
 
   Some other upcoming events that you will not want to miss are the ranch 
sorting, camping at Hickory Hammock, and the annual banquet at 94th Aero 
Squadron on May 21. Clear your calendars and make plans to attend.  
 
   Finally, I would like to thank Debi Catarineau-Priest for her services as the 
chairperson of our Sunshine committee. She has been prompt and compassion-
ate in sending cards to those who have experienced bad times or good times in 
their lives. I would like to thank Cathy Rosenberg for taking on this responsi-
bility for SFTR. If you have any news to report, please send it to Cathy. Her 
contact information is on the first page under committees. 
         
                                         Happy Trails 
 

 VA. KEY BEACH RIDE 
Saturday, April 30, 2016 

 
Horse pool if you can / We are limited to 30 trailers / MUST be PREPAID to attend. 

 
Riders names: __________________________________     ______________________________________ 

Riders names: __________________________________     ______________________________________ 

Riders address:  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Riders phone number: ____________________________________ 

Riders e-mail address: ____________________________________ 

Registration fee per horse: $20.00 

Number of horses attending: _______ @ $20 each = ________ 

Total due: ___________ 

Vehicles with no trailers will pay a separate fee of $7 at the gate. 

Warning: Under Florida Law, An Equine Activity Sponsor or Equine Professional Is Not Liable 

For An Injury To, Or The Death Of, A Participant in Equine Activities Resulting From The Inherent 

Risks of Equine Activities. (Florida Statutes 773.01 - 773.05). 

I will abide to trail safety rules and give consideration to my fellow riders. 

Signatures of all people attending: 
 

____________________________________________  ______________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________  ______________________________________________ 



We have 289  family and single members that have joined or renewed for the year.  Thank you very much! 

Alexis and Mayeling Benitez 
Miami,, FL 33183 
 
Sandra and John Falcone 
Miami, FL 33157 
 
Melinda Gielmurray 
Redland, FL.33031 

DISCOUNTS ARE OFFERED TO SFTR MEMBERS BY THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES. 

OK Feed Store      22801 SW 177 Ave. (Krome) Miami   246-3333 
Reins of the Night Reflective Gear    horsbuf@aol.com      479-6640 
Robbieôs Feed and Supply     22390 SW 177th Ave. (Krome) Miami   247-1256 
Silver Palm Feed      15585 SW 232 St. Miami, Fl.    245-0048 
Sunset Feed & Supply     7650 S.W. 117 Ave. Kendall    271-0341 
Sunset Country      16300 S.W. 296 St. Homestead    245-2935 
VetteSmith Inc. Body shop    10750 SW 188 Street. Miami    252-1256 

Always ask Proprietor for amount of discount & availability. 

NEWSLETTER AD RATES 
 

Business Card size  
$60.00 per year. 

Camera Ready Material 
Full page Ad $80 per issue. 
1/2 Page Ad  $40.00 per issue. 
1/4 Page Ad  $30.00 per issue. 
Deadline for all articles & ad copy 
is the 10th of each month! 

Patricia Perez 
Miami, FL 33187 
 
Brooke Peyton and Hoelzer Peyton 
Naples, FL 34117 

 
SUNSHINE REPORT 

 
     A Sympathy card was sent to the Heberts on the 
passing of Artôs father. 
     A Sympathy card was sent to Belinda Hebert on 
the passing of her horse, Littlefoot. 
 A Sympathy card was sent to Lourdes Esnard on 
the passing of her mom. 
     A Get Well card was sent to Beverly Spuckler. 
 A Get Well card was sent to Jack Tierney, he 
was in the hospital for a few days after being kicked 
by a horse. 
 A Get Well card was sent to Manny Alvarez. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please know many prayers and well wishes are with 
you at this time. 
 
Please email Cathy Rosenberg at  
cathyrosenberg@comcast.net or text her at  
305-915-2856 
if you need a card sent to a SFTR member. 

 
APPLY FOR YOUR COGGINôS CARD 

 

 Get an E-card to keep in your wallet or on your 
saddle. This looks like a credit card with a picture of 
your horse and all the  coggins info. This link is the 
application. 
http://www.freshfromflorida.com/onestop/
forms/09206.pdf 

Jennifer and Bill Goodwin 
Miami, FL 33170 
 
Helvetiella Longoria 
Miami, FL 33157 
 
Erika and Virginia Marshall 
Naples, FL 34102 

 

Are You Getting Your Email?? 
 

We send out information regularly 
about club events that do not make it in 

the newsletter.  
 

If you are not receiving our emails, 
please email me at PasoCorto@aol.com 

 
I will add you to our mailing list. 
Please only email me if you are not 
receiving any of our emails or if you 
want to be taken off of our list. 

 
You will need to add my email address  
to your address book to receive  

my bulk emails. 
 

Thanks, Andrea  

http://www.freshfromflorida.com/onestop/forms/09206.pdf
http://www.freshfromflorida.com/onestop/forms/09206.pdf
mailto:pasocorto@aol.com


MARCH BIRTHDAYS  

Emily Morgan 
Gustavo Abaunza 
Isabel Lamas 
Jeffrey Septer 
Jose Vidal 
Kathleen Monahan 
Katie Derer 
Kim Rossano 
Krystal Steers 
Lincoln Iturrey Jr. 
Lydia Michelle 
McDaniel 
Mark Fabian 

Michael de Jesus 
Mordy Benchetrit 
Morgan Bock 
Nari Bauta 
Robyn Anderson 
Samantha Turner 
Sharon Lilien-Zwiebel 
Sofia Steers 
Susan Judah 
Tracy Raulerson 
Yari Delaney 
Zalman Peles 

SFTR YARD  SALE 
 

     We had a beautiful day for the SFTR Yard Sale.  
The traffic was pretty good too.  No crowds but a 
steady flow most of the day. 
     Besides getting rid of some of our discards (one 
mans trash, ....., you know the rest) we had a chance to 
see some friends we don't always see at rides. 
     As always we owe a great debt of gratitude to Rob-
bie for letting us use his pasture. 
     We had a great day and made some money.   It was 
fun!     ~ Mike Maldonado 





June 2016 

Books & Broncs Literacy Project... 

 
   After overcoming many challenges & over two 
years of work, I have received official word from 
the Girl Scouts of America that I earned my Gold 
Award!  This is  the highest honor  & award be-
stowed to a Girl Scout. I wouldn't have been able to 
do it without the support of my family, friends, the 
Homestead Rodeo Assoc. & the SFTR.  This project 
was, & still is, something I am extremely passionate 
about! Even though I am away at school, I had the 
pleasure of going home for a weekend, and witness-
ing my project in action at the Books & Broncs Kids 
Day back in January. I am so excited to see how it 

has evolved over the years, and changes the lives of 
children & families in my community. 
   For those of you unfamiliar with the Gold Award Pro-
ject, I was challenged with taking on an issue in my 
community and fixing it. I saw one within an association 
that I was already very involved in and decided to make 
a change. The Books and Broncs Literacy Project 
seemed to have trouble keeping up with getting books 
for this wonderful program - aimed at educating local 
children & families about the sport of rodeo. I took it 
upon myself to write & illustrate my own book, that I 
donated to the HRA to use every year. After over a year 
of revising & editing, I developed my book and even 
painted a mural on the rodeo grounds using images I 
created for the book.   The project was a very lengthy 
process & took a lot of my free time during my junior & 
senior years of high school, but in the end, it was worth 
it to see the excitement on the children's faces. For some 
of them it was the first time they got to see and touch a 
horse!   A big shoutout to my Mom, Dawn Pearce, who 
helped me through 
the entire project & 
all the obstacles I had 
to over come in order 
to complete my gold 
award.  I love you!!! 

 

      ~Taylor Pearce 



Many Thanks to Our  
�%�R�R�N�V���	���%�U�R�Q�F�V��SFTR Volunteers! 

 

   During the late fall and January, many SFTR members 
rallied to visit local elementary schools to provide the First 
Touch experience for hundreds of local first graders.  They 
shined up their friendly horses, donned their SFTR & cow-
boy garb and lined up before lines of excited youngsters, all 
to provide a thrill aimed at opening their hearts to horses and 
their minds to reading.  We proudly guided the students in 
their encounter, while Dawn Pearce directed and coordinated 
the Books & Broncs Literacy Project and First Read session.  
The focus of this renewed SFTR activity was the book writ-
ten and illustrated by Taylor Pearce, Let's Rodeo!  Taylor's 
determination and hard work in creating the book, and that 

of Dawn to coordinate the Homestead Rodeo Assn, & the 
SFTR with many local schools, created the program lead-
ing to the grand finale... Kid's Day at the Rodeo! 
   I would like to thank the SFTR members who generously 
gave up their early mornings to bring their horses to the 
school visitations.  A huge thank you also to the wonderful 
SFTR group that displayed their love of horses and com-
munity service ideals, by spending many hours with their 
horses & the children at the big Kid's Day.  Without each 
and all of you, the SFTR could not have brought to reality 
the project Taylor had undertaken.  The SFTR is like fami-
ly ï when there is a worthy project for the benefit of our 
community, the SFTR is there to meet the challenge.  For 
that, and for helping me make the school visits & the Kid's 
Day a success...I thank you! ~ Bonny George, Jr. 


