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P.O.Box  924946     Princeton, Florida  33092 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR THE TRAIL RIDERS 

Sun 15- Valentines Ride,  
TB Fred Duberry. Location local,  
 

Sat 21- Friends Ride,  
TB Lisa Morgan. Her barn. 

 
Sat 28- Winter Ride, TB Renee Soucy. 

 Location 

See more inside...  

Tues 3- SFTR General Meeting, Homestead 
VFW. Dine 7pm, meeting 7:30. Guest 
speaker- Deborah Witkind, owner of 
Seahorse Stables of Miami. 

 
Sat 7- Pine Lake Everglades Ride,  
          TB Mike Maldonado.  
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TRAIL MANNERS 
 

 Good manners is the grease that helps people get along 
with each other, avoiding friction. 
 
• 18 & UNDER MUST WEAR A HELMET. 

• Be aware of the effect your actions have on  others, their 
horses and their property. 

• Do not upset your co-riders’ horses. 
• Ride at a quiet, controlled pace. 
• NEVER PASS OTHERS AT A GALLOP. 

• Keep a safe distance… don’t crowd others. 
• STAY WITH A DISMOUNTED RIDER 
• Respect the property of others. (ie: lawns, farm fields, 

crops, groves, livestock, etc.) 
• Leave gates as you found them:  Open gates should re-

main open. Closed gates should remain closed. 
• DO NOT PASS THE TRAIL BOSS or drop    behind 

the drag rider. 

• Stay with the trail boss on the same side of the road. Do 
not split the road. 

• Clean up after your horse. Pick up manure or spread it 
depending on where you are. Do not clean your trailers 
out when you unload. 

• NO PROFANITY AT ANY SFTR EVENTS. 
 
REMEMBER! If you mind your manners others won’t mind 
when you and your horse return to ride.  

 

HORSE CHARITIES 
 

The SFTR donates to these charities once a year. 
These charities are badly in need of donations. Please 
try to send what you can to help them. Thanks from 
the SFTR. 
 
South Fla. SPCA 
www.helpthehorses.com 
P.O. Box 924088 
Homestead, Fl. 33092 
 
Horse Protection Association of Florida 
www.HPAF.org 
20690 NW 130 Ave. 
Micanopy, Fl. 32667 
 
F.R.I.E.N.D.S. 
www.eiahorses.org 
1840 NE 65 Ct. 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fl. 33308  

OFFICERS 
 

President  
Michelle Goostree     305-546-5678 
 
Vice President  
Michelle McDaniel             305-562-0961 
 
Treasurer  
Michele Wright                                       305-793-1482 
Secretary 
Helve Longoria                                        305-378-6829 
 
Board of Directors  (in alphabetical order)  
Kim Cates                                               305-495-8820 
Lisa Morgan     786-271-4933 
Mike Da Cunha                                       786-308-8082  
Mike Maldonado 305-331-7599 
Wendy Stamatyades                               786-243-5030 
    
Alternate 
Adrian Sixto                                            786-256-2680 
Crystal Schnebly 786-253-2175 
 
 

 
Camping  
Renee Soucy    305-338-8192  

Election 
Helve Longoria                            305-378-6829 
Andrea Sante                                       305-216-2461 
Michele Wright                                       305-793-1482 
Emergency Management  
Belinda Hebert 786-298-7044  
Funnel Cakes    
Kim Cates                                               305-495-8820 
Historian  
Mike  & Deda Maldonado 305-331-7599 
Hurricane Stalls   
Debi Catarineau-Priest 305-775-1820 
Junior Members Activities 
Bonny George, Jr 305-233-1897 
Membership 
Andrea Sante & Bill Guzman   305-216-2461  
Merchandise 
Deda & Mike Maldonado                         305-331-7599 
Newsletter  
Deda & Mike Maldonado  sftr@watv.net 305-331-7599 
Bonny George, Jr. &  Carol  Hakanson              
Parades   
Michelle McDaniel 305-562-0961  
Programs  
Ben Kroner 305-245-2403 
Public Relations   
Ra Schooley  305-801-9662 
Social Media 
Mike Maldonado                              305-331-7599 
Crystal Schnebly 786-253-2175 
Sunshine          
Open 
 
 
SFSPCA: Laurie Waggoner 305-825-8826 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 

 

These are the two closest equine  
hospitals: 
 

Rood & Riddle Equine Hospital    561-383-5437 
5320 South Shore Blvd.   Wellington, Fla.    
     

Palm Beach Equine Clinic            561-793-1599 
13125 Southfields Rd.      Wellington, Fla.        

http://www.helpthehorses.com/
http://www.hpaf.org/
http://www.eiahorses.org/
mailto:sftr@watv.net?subject=To%20SFTR%20Newsletter


Dates and Places 
 

Call the Hot-line for any cancellations 
(305) 4-HORSES     446-7737 

Guest Passes are available for local trail rides. Each pass is $5.00  One pass per person per trailride is required for non-members. This pass is not 
available for any beach rides, Team Penning or Parades. All area codes are (305) unless otherwise stated. TB=Trail Boss 

FEBRUARY  2026 
 
Tues 3- SFTR General Meeting, Homestead VFW. Dine 7pm, meeting 7:30. Guest speaker- Deborah 

Witkind, owner of Seahorse Stables of Miami. 
 
Sat 7- Pine Lake Everglades Ride, TB Mike Maldonado. Meet Robert is Here Fruit stand 8am, arr. Pine Lake 

9am, ride 10am-12noon. 
 
Mon 9- SFTR Board Meeting- Zoom 7:30pm. 
 
Fri 13-15 - Camping: Withlacoochee State Forest, Brooksville, Fla. CANCELED 
 
Sun 15- Valentines Ride, TB Fred Duberry 786-277-3911.  Location local, TBA- email will                                       
             be sent out. Arr. 9am, ride 10, lunch 12noon. 
 
Sat 21- Friends Ride, TB Lisa Morgan 786-271-4933 . Her barn. Arr. 9am, ride 10, lunch 12noon. 
 
Sat 28-  Winter Ride, TB Renee Soucy 305-338-8192. Location TBA.  
 
 

MARCH 2026 
 
Tues 3- SFTR General Meeting, Homestead VFW. Dine 7pm, meeting 7:30. 
 
Sat 7-  St. Jude Ride  - Need TB!!!!  (SPCA Open House, 12noon-4pm.) 
 
Mon 9- SFTR Board Meeting- Zoom 7:30pm. 
 
Thurs 12-15 – Camping: OTL (now called L2O) Moved to Apr. 23-26 
 
Sat 14- Beach Ride #1, Virginia Key, TB Mike Maldonado. Arr. 9am,out 3pm. 

2025 – 2026 SFTR Camping Calendar 

    Remember, if you would like to Trail Boss a Camp-out., Please contact 
Renee. If you have any questions, let me know. Thank you. Renee Soucy,  coco-
nut_ldy@hotmail.com 

 Apr. 4-10, 2026 East Fork, Tenn. Contact@eastforkstables.com   or 931-879-
1176.  TB ? Located at 3598 S. York Hwy; Jamestown, Tenn. Ask to be located with 
the Miami-Dade SFTR. Preliminary dates, some people will stay the week, others 
who can’t get the length of time off will tailor their dates to their needs. Consider 
borium shoes for your horse. Remember to get your horse’s health certificate in ad-
vance. 

mailto:Contact@eastforkstables.com


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Hey Trail Riders, 

 
   I hope the beginning of the year has started out well for everyone! Un-
fortunately, due to very limited member participation we have had to 
make drastic changes to our biggest fundraising event of the year, the 
Funnel Cake booth at the Homestead Rodeo. That being said, I ask each 
of you to consider what your benefit is as a member in this organization 
and what you as a member bring to the table?  
   The SFTR: We give back to our community, as best we can, with finan-
cial support to several horse oriented organizations: So. Fla. SPCA, the 
Horse Protection Assoc. of Fla., F.R.I.E.N.D.S. Rescue & rehab group. 
   Our benefit rides give support to:  Whispering Manes - our Autism ride 
provides therapeutic lessons for Autistic children & those with other special needs. Decades long support of 
research & treatment of children's cancer in our St. Jude ride. Both these rides are coming up in Mar. & Apr. 
   We also support 3 local charity groups with toys at Christmas time for local needy children through our Jin-
gle Bell Jaunt & Toy Drive ride. 
   The only way we can continue to do that is by support of our members. As a member I ask you, what can you 
do to help our organization grow & flourish again by getting involved? 
   We have many challenges here in so. Fla. with limited places to ride & open spaces, but we make such great 
efforts to bring rides & events to our members to continue to help foster participation & member perks. Fees & 
permits, insurance, food & beverages are funded by the club so our members may really enjoy activities we 
spend together, with events for riders & non-riders alike. 
   Over the years there is always a core group of members who work very hard behind the scenes to continue to 
keep the Trail Rider traditions alive. Everyone always enjoys the beach rides, and the  safety of the hurricane 
stalls, to name a few. These perks come from the commitment & dedication of our members. YOU enjoy those 
perks because of the efforts made by the dedicated few! Please keep that in mind when you see email blasts 
sent out asking for help for special events - whether it be parades, rides, or funnel cakes sign up. Without eve-
ryone’s help, we won’t be able to continue our traditions, camaraderie, or special events. 
   So I ask you, what can you do to help? Please join us in coming to participate in our many special events. WE 
NEED YOUR HELP! 
 

  Thank you, 
Michelle Goostree 
President 
South Florda Trail Riders 

Michelle Goostree 

Adah Oliveira  

Andrea (Deda) Maldonado 

Andres Prida 

Bernie Cruz 

Emma Arrasco 

Geovanna Gonzalez 

Jorge Abed Suarez 

Michelle Horne 

Nelson George Jr. 

Patricia L. Perez 

Peter H. Shaw 

Silvina Lim 

FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS 



 We have 159  family and single members that have joined or renewed for the year.   

DISCOUNTS ARE OFFERED TO SFTR MEMBERS BY THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES. 

PRICES FOR ADS ON OUR NEWSLETTER 
 

Camera Ready Material 
 

 -Business Card size  
  $60.00 per year  

-Full page Ad $80.00 per issue 
-1/2 Page Ad  $40.00 per issue 
-1/4 Page Ad  $30.00 per issue 

Always ask Proprietor for amount of discount & availability. 

Robbie’s Feed and Supply     22390 SW 177th Ave. (Krome) Miami  247-1256 
The VetteSmith Inc. Body shop         10750 SW 188 Street. Miami    252-1256 

 
 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
 

 

For sale: Body clipper: Oster Clipmaster Variable Speed with 3" head, 83AU top blade, 84AU 
bottom blade, toolbox case with removable storage tray & blade compartments; brush, grease 
& extra intake screen. Extended warranty through Amazon until April 24, 2026. Used 
twice.$275. Michele Wright 305-793-1482 
 
Seahorse Stables of Miami offers: Boarding • Lessons • Training • Horse Transport • Grain & 
Hay Sale • Special Events • Photo-shoots. Text / Call: Debbie 786-454-5814 
 
 
Checkers Feed & Services- High quality Hay & Feed Distributor. Delivery • Horse Transport • 
Bobcat Services & More. Text / Call: Mario (786) 383-6647 or Debbie 786-454-5814 

Classified ads are free for SFTR members, Rules: 2—3 lines, no photos, will be published in 2 consecutives 
newsletters, must have members phone number to contact. 

WE WILL  E-MAIL YOUR MEMBERSHIP CARD IN 3 TO 4 WEEKS. 

 



Future Events 
SFTR GENERAL MEETING  - TUES. FEB. 3 

   Our next General Meeting will be Tues. Feb. 3, 
hosting our special guest speaker: Ms. Deborah 
Witkind - owner of Seahorse Stables of Miami. A 
great facility near Larry & Penny park, her ranch 
offers secure boarding, plenty of turnout pastures, 
lighted arenas; Eng/Western lessons, photo shoots, 
hay & feed sales & delivery, & more. So plan to 
coming to our Gen. Meeting Tues. Feb. 3 and 
support a fellow SFTR member! 
   Remember, we meet on the first Tuesday of 
each month, so our next General Meeting will be 

Tues. Feb. 3,  at the Homestead VFW post. The 
VFW is where we park for the Veteran's parade: 
601 N.E. 2 Rd. (Campbell Dr./312 St.  & then go 
south at the light at 1st Rd.; east of Krome, just 
west of US1). Dine 7pm, meeting 7:30pm- the 
room is spacious, the food is good & very reason-
able. Bring your friends, we welcome them to 
come meet our great club members, hear about 
our up-coming calendar of events (including the 
Beach Rides).  Come support your club & get in-
volved – see you there!  

~Your BoardSFTR 

RIDE IN THE EVERGLADES NATL. PARK ON THE PINE LAKE RIDE -  SAT. FEB. 7 

ride out around 10am, for approx 2-3 hrs. 
   Please bring your water, snacks, lunch, bug 
spray, sunscreen, raincoat (in case). Kindly wear a 
yellow/gold SFTR T-shirt so others out hiking, 
cycling or riding will see us & yield trail space! 
This ride is doable by juniors – all juniors 18-
under must wear a helmet. Remember there is 
pinnacle rock & lots of trees, & any fall would be 
tough. Hoof boots suggested for horses. We leave 
No Trace along the trail or at the trailers when we 
leave – so police your area & take your poop 
home please. 
   This is a special once a year ride, & Mike has 
led the way many, many times. Please bring your 
gps so you too can learn the route! The wildlife is 
a treat, the palmetto & pine stands are amazing, 
and from atop the deer mounds one can see a 
breathtaking view of the Everglades. You will 
want to do this ride!! Please RSVP to Mike 305-
331-7599 so he knows to wait for you at Robert is 
Here. If you decide to ride, & drive there by your-
self, please RSVP this info to Mike so you are in-
cluded in the ride & he can BOLO for you. See 
you there!  

~ Your Board 

   Each year we trek through trails weaving 
through tall pine forests, past pools  where gators 
sunbathe (at a safe distance), through prairie 
grasslands & up high onto the expansive deer 
mounds. There is also a section of a python grave-
yard from years ago, which we may be able to 
find! 
  All this, and more, awaits you on the Pine Lake 
Ride, on Sat. Feb. 7. We generally caravan & fol-
low this schedule, so no one gets lost: Meet TB 
Mike Maldonado at 8am at Robert Is Here fruit 
stand (19200 SW 344 St.). We will leave at 8:30 
and drive the Ingraham Hwy (#9336) to the toll 
entrance of the Everglades Natl. Park. At the toll 
booth, set your odometer/mileage for 9 miles.   
   At 8 miles, start slowing down. At 9 miles you 
will see a dirt road on your LEFT, which takes 
you to Pine Lake. The main park road down to 
Pine Lake has NO room for turning around – if 
you miss the turn-off you will either have to back 
up or drive a distance ahead to correct the issue. 
At that left turn, drive the dirt road to the lake & 
turn around before you park. Do NOT park by 
the lake. We should be there 9-9:30, tack up & 

SAVE THE DATE FOR A WINTER RIDE 

   Join Renee Soucy as she Trail Bosses a great 
Winter Ride, on Saturday, Feb. 28. Usually ar-
rive 9am, ride 10am for a couple of hours, with a 

lunch/sodas to follow. Always a nice trail that's 
sure to please, so mark Feb 28 on your calendar 
and look for more details via email soon!  

~Your Board 



MAKE YOUR IDEAS COUNT – VOICE YOUR INTERESTS – JOIN THE BOARD 

   Each May at our end of the year banquet, the 
new officers for the new season are installed. 
Right now is the time to think about volunteering 
yourself, or a fellow SFTR member as an officer 
or for the Board, so your ideas & choices can 
count! If you have interests that would further the 
club & our members, activities you'd like the 
SFTR to do, projects we can do or trails we can 
open or maintain for riding...now is the time to 
contemplate running for office or the Board of 
your club:  the SFTR.  Each Board tries very 
hard to continue the traditional rides, camping, & 
charitable activities that have made the SFTR a 
great club.  We have been changing & really mov-
ing forward with more inclusion, variety, and re-

SFTR YARD and TACK SALE 

   Trail Boss Sonni Peles has organized a great lo-
cation for our members-only Yard & Tack sale.                             
Date: Sat. April 11, from 9am to 2pm.  Loca-
tion: New Life Sanctuary Church - 22755 SW 
177 Ave. (across Krome Ave. from Robbie's). 
Across Krome Ave. from Robbie's there is a big 
grass yard, & the church is graciously allowing us 
to set up about 8am, & leave as you wish, but we 
must all be out by 2pm. There is no fee charged 
for the space. 
   Each member will have space for their vehicle & 
tables/ground tarps, etc you bring. Small trailers 
will fit, if you have a lot to sell. Sonni & others 
will help you park. Restroom available; bring your 
own water, snacks, chairs, etc. 
   You KEEP all the MONEY you make - so 

bring all your clothing, books, toys, tools, jewelry, 
kitchen wares, furniture, electronics, sports equip-
ment, games, bikes, decorations, etc. It is also a 
TACK SALE! Bring those saddles, bridles, buck-
ets, brushes, show clothing, etc. that you never 
use. Turn everything into cash for the summer. 
This event went really well last year! 
   You must be a current SFTR member to par-
ticipate – so be sure to renew now so you don't 
miss important emails & newsletter info! Mem-
bership forms will be avail. on site. For more info, 
call Sonni Peles at 305-978-1274. RSVP please, 
as soon as you can, in case of rain or other chang-
es for this event. Tell your friends & neighbors to 
stop & shop our big yard sale. See you there!  

~Your Board 
 

flection on the desires & needs of the member-
ship. We have been listening to our fellow mem-
bers, trying different concepts (some worked & 
some didn't), revamping the ways of the past & 
seeking to gain more participants in SFTR activi-
ties. Official nominations begin NOW in Febru-
ary, voting in April, & results at the May Banquet. 
So for now – think about who will lead our club 
into its 49th year. You may submit nominations on 
our website at http://sftrdade.org/nominations, or 
tell any Board member. 
   Nothing changes unless YOU, the individual 
member, will volunteer a little time & thought to 
the process. 

~Your Board 

JOIN THE VALENTINE'S RIDE WITH FRED! 

   Fred Duberry will Trail Boss a Valentines Ride on 
Sun. Feb. 15. The location is TBA, but it will be local. 
This may be a new trail for many riders!  Quiet areas 
will make for an easy ride for a couple of hours. The 
trail will be junior friendly, so bring the kids for a lei-
surely ride – all juniors 18-under must wear a helmet 
while riding - Fla. Law. In light of Valentines, please 
wear a pink or red SFTR T-shirt! (We use pink & 
red on many rides!) Need a shirt? Please call Bonny 
George Jr. (305-431-1431) now for size availability! 
   Expected arrival 9am, ride 10am, for an hour or 2. A 

light lunch with sodas/water provided at 12noon. ALL 
SFTR are invited to ride, or come to lunch and visit 
with good friends! Please bring a food donation to add 
to the meal: chips and dip, guacamole, cut fruit, salad, 
your favorite casserole, dessert, etc. Bring your chair 
to sit at lunch please. Call/text Fred (  ) to let him 
know you are going & the size of your trailer to help 
with parking plans. More details and directions will be 
sent via email. Stay tuned & let's help Fred have a 
great Trail Boss adventure!  

~Your Board 





 

  

  



May 2026 

Sept. 2026 



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

SOUTH FLORIDA TRAIL RIDERS, INC. 
(A NOT-FOR-PROFIT, ALL VOLUNTEER, EQUESTRIAN ORGANIZATION) 

□ NEW MEMBERSHIP 
□ RENEWAL 
□ ADDRESS CHANGE / FILE UPDATE 
□ FAMILY MEMBERSHIP ($50.00 PER YEAR) 
□ SINGLE MEMBERSHIP ($40.00 PER YEAR) 
   (Applicant Must Be 18 Years Of Age) 
□ DUAL MEMBERSHIP ($25.00 PER YEAR) 
 Must be a full paying member of Broward SFTR 
Membership runs from Sept. 1st through Aug. 31st of each year. 

       TELEPHONE # 4-HORSES 
  (446-7737) 

NAME (1)___________________________ DOB ______ NAME (3) ________________________ DOB ______ 
 
NAME (2)___________________________ DOB ______ NAME (4) ________________________ DOB ______ 
 
ADDRESS _____________________________________ EMAIL ADDRESS __________________________ 
 
CITY _______________________________________ STATE ____________ ZIP _____________________ 
 
TELEPHONE (H)_______________________(W)______________________(CELL)______________________ 
 

OCCUPATION ______________________ DO YOU WANT YOUR PHONE NUMBER PUBLISHED? □ Y  □ N 

 
NAME & DATE OF BIRTH OF ALL FAMILY MEMBERS 1)____________________2)____________________ 
 
3)_____________________________4)__________________________5)____________________________ 
 

HORSE INTERESTS:  □  TRAIL RIDING,  □  PARADES,  □  CAMPING,  □  SHOWS,    □  BREEDING   

 
REFERRED BY? _______________________________ HOW MANY HORSES DO YOU HAVE? __________ 
 

DO YOU HAVE A TRAILER?   □ YES  □ NO,  IF YES, WHAT IS THE TRAILER CAPACITY? ___________ 

 

WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO HELP TRANSPORT OTHERS?  □ YES  □ NO 
 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN HELPING ON A COMMITTEE?  □ YES     □ NO 

 

DO YOU WANT TO RECEIVE YOUR NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL? □ YES 

 
Warning: Under Florida Law, An Equine Activity Sponsor or Equine Professional Is Not Liable For An Injury To, Or The Death Of, A Participant in Equine 
Activities Resulting From The Inherent Risks of Equine Activities. (Florida Statutes 773.01 - 773.05).  I will abide to club safety rules and give consideration 
to my fellow club members. 
 

DATE ___________ SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT_______________________________________________ 
             Applicant must be 18 years of age or older. 
     All listed names above must reside at the same address.     
PLEASE MAIL TO:   SOUTH FLORIDA TRAIL RIDERS, INC. 
      MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
      P.O. Box 924946 
      Princeton, Florida 33092 
 

************************************************************************************************************** 
 
PAYMENT TENDERED:    □ CASH      □  CHECK # _________________ AMOUNTS _____________ RECEIVED BY: __________________________ 

 
FORM APPL-2, REV.14, MARCH 2015                       

                     DATE ____________________ 

Join and  
PAY ONLINE 
sftrmiamidade.org/membership/ 

http://sftrmiamidade.org/membership/


 

SCAN ME 
To view our newsletter online  


