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UPCOMING EVENTS FOR THE TRAIL RIDERS

Thurs 1- Black Eye Pea Ride, TB Mike Maldonado. Thurs 29-Funnel Cake Booth Set-up, 3pm.

Rockin' M Ranch. TB Kim Cates
Thurs 15-19 — Camping: Lake X, Lt. Roger Had- Fri 30- Funnel Cake Booth at Rodeo,
dock Mem. Event TB Kim Cates
Mon 26- Fri 30- Great Fla. Cattle Drive Sat 31- Funnel Cake Booth at Rodeo ,
TB Kim Cates
Thurs 29- Books & Broncs Kids Day at the Rodeo,
TB Bonny George Jr. Sun Feb. 1- Funnel Cake Booth at Rodeo &
Arr. 8:30am, start 9am, end 12noon. Break-down, TB Kim Cates

See more inside...
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TRAIL MANNERS

Good manners is the grease that helps people get along
with each other, avoiding friction.

¢ 18 & UNDER MUST WEAR A HELMET.

Be aware of the effect your actions have on others, their

horses and their property.

Do not upset your co-riders’ horses.

Ride at a quiet, controlled pace.

NEVER PASS OTHERS AT A GALLOP.

Keep a safe distance... don’t crowd others.

STAY WITH A DISMOUNTED RIDER

Respect the property of others. (ie: lawns, farm fields,

crops, groves, livestock, etc.)

e Leave gates as you found them: Open gates should re-
main open. Closed gates should remain closed.

e DO NOT PASS THE TRAIL BOSS or drop behind
the drag rider.

e Stay with the trail boss on the same side of the road. Do
not split the road.

e Clean up after your horse. Pick up manure or spread it
depending on where you are. Do not clean your trailers
out when you unload.

e NO PROFANITY AT ANY SFTR EVENTS.

REMEMBER! If you mind your manners others won’t mind
when you and your horse return to ride.



http://www.helpthehorses.com/
http://www.hpaf.org/
http://www.eiahorses.org/
mailto:sftr@watv.net?subject=To%20SFTR%20Newsletter

Dates and Places
2026

Call the Hot-line for any cancellations
(305) 4-HORSES  446-7737

Guest Passes are available for local trail rides. Each pass is $5.00 One pass per person per trailride is required for non-members. This pass is not
available for any beach rides, Team Penning or Parades. All area codes are (305) unless otherwise stated. TB=Trail Boss

JANUARY 2026

Thurs 1- Black Eye Pea Ride, TB Mike Maldonado. Rockin' M Ranch, Arr.12noon, ride 1pm, BEP recipe
contest and meal approx 2:30pm.

Tues 6- SFTR General Meeting, Homestead VFW. CANCELED.
Mon 12- SFTR Board Meeting- Zoom 7:30pm.

Thurs 15-19 — Camping: Lake X, Lt. Roger Haddock Mem. Event
Mon 26- Fri 30- Great Fla. Cattle Drive

Thurs 29- Books & Broncs Kids Day at the Rodeo, .TB Bonny George Jr.
Arr. 8:30am, start 9am, end 12noon.

Thurs 29-Funnel Cake Booth Set-up, 3pm. TB Kim Cates
Fri 30- Funnel Cake Booth at Rodeo, TB Kim Cates
Sat 31- Funnel Cake Booth at Rodeo , TB Kim Cates

Sun Feb. 1- Funnel Cake Booth at Rodeo & Break-down, TB Kim Cates

FEBRURARY 2026

Tues 3- SFTR General Meeting, Homestead VFW. Dine 7pm, meeting 7:30. Guest speaker- Deborah
Witkind, owner of Seahorse Stables of Miami.

Sat 7- Pine Lake Everglades Ride, TB Mike Maldonado. Meet Robert is Here Fruit stand 8am, arr.
Pine Lake 9am, ride 10am-12noon.

Mon 9- SFTR Board Meeting- Zoom 7:30pm.
Fri 13-15 — Camping: Withlacoochee State Forest, Brooksville, Fla. CANCELED
Sun 15- Valentines Ride, TB Michelle Borko.

Sat 21- Friends Ride, TB Lisa Morgan.



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Hey Trail Riders,

We made it to a new year! 2026 is the Year of the Horse -
one for positive moves, adventure and chasing dreams. A
transformational year for breakthroughs with rapid change
leading to progress. Whatever this year brings for you, I hope
that it brings health and happiness to everyone!

We closed out 2025 with some great events and come into
2026 with some exciting ones. One of our first and most im-
portant ones is the Homestead Rodeo Funnel Cakes booth!
This 1s our biggest single fund raiser of the year for our club
and we are always in need of people to come join us in all the excitement. We hope you can
come join us! Keep an eye out for emails with more details on how you can get involved.

Michelle Goostree

We look forward to having another exciting year with lots to do and opportunities to get in-
volved - so bring your horses and join us for some fun!

Thank you,

Michelle Goostree (ﬁﬂ M Om’
President Y\/\lcﬂf\ |

South Florda Trail Riders

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Alexander Marin Dick Miller
Andrea Caballero Fred Cox
Ben Kroner Gloria Gilpin
Bill Guzman Henry Vasallo m
Bonny George Jr. Iva Hegg Tonya Alvarez
Ciro J. Fonseca Mavi Haime Tori Ann Tate
Crescencio Paredes Michael and Da Cunha William Lomando
Crystal Schnebly Natalie Perlin

Yetmary Salgado

Dianne Peles Sandra Doman



‘We have 157 family and single members that have joined or renewed for the year.

Welcome New Members

Jose Alberto
Miami, FL-33143

William and Divani Lomando
Miami, FL-33143

PRICES FOR ADS ON OUR NEWSLETTER

Camera Ready Material
-Business Card size -Full page Ad $80.00 per issue
$60.00 per year -1/2 Page Ad $40.00 per issue

-1/4 Page Ad $30.00 per issue

DISCOUNTS ARE OFFERED TO SFTR MEMBERS BY THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES.

Always ask Proprietor for amount of discount & availability.

Robbie’s Feed and Supply 22390 SW 177th Ave. (Krome) Miami 247-1256
The VetteSmith Inc. Body shop 10750 SW 188 Street. Miami 252-1256

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

For sale: Body clipper: Oster Clipmaster Variable Speed with 3" head, 83AU top blade, 84 AU
bottom blade, toolbox case with removable storage tray & blade compartments; brush, grease
& extra intake screen. Extended warranty through Amazon until April 24, 2026. Used
twice.$275. Michele Wright 305-793-1482

Seahorse Stables of Miami offers: Boarding ¢ Lessons ¢ Training * Horse Transport * Grain &
Hay Sale * Special Events ¢ Photo-shoots. Text / Call: Debbie 786-454-5814

Checkers Feed & Services- High quality Hay & Feed Distributor. Delivery « Horse Transport ¢
Bobcat Services & More. Text / Call: Mario (786) 383-6647 or Debbie 786-454-5814

Classified ads are free for SFTR members, Rules: 2—3 lines, no photos, will be published in 2 consecutives
newsletters, must have members phone number to contact.



Future Events
GENERAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS & INFO

Our special guest speaker at the Nov. Gen. Meeting
was Rodeo Queen contestant, Savannah Gonzales!!!
You know her grandmother, Deborah Brunson; and
probably also know her mom, Gloria Gilpin. Both long
time SFTR members - and Savannah has been following
in their footsteps. Savannah is a Soph. At Felix Varela
High & is in the FFA Vet Tech program. She has been
active in the SFTR for 10yrs, along with Rodeo activi-
ties, and has helped in our Funnel Cake booth & ban-
quets, too. Now as she aspires to become our next Rodeo
Queen, she came to our meeting to explain her talents,
past achievements, and her current project to enrich the
Homestead community. Savannah has discounted Ro-
deo tickets for sale!!!! The tickets make great birthday &
Christmas gifts, or business bonuses. Please consider
buying your tickets now — remember seating & tickets
are limited and by-date if you buy on line (and more ex-
pensive) & the price is also higher at the gate (if availa-
ble- last year they sold out each day). So call Savannah
(305-397-4425) for discount tickets NOW (Ad. $40,
Ch.5-12 $25, and. 5 free) — her sales end in about a
week!

Notice of Jan.6, 2026 Gen. Meeting Cancellation:

Due to a severe health issue in Deborah Witkind's fam-
ily, she will be unable to be our guest speaker at our
SFTR Gen. Meeting Tues. Jan 6, and so the Gen.
Meeting is CANCELED. Deborah plans on presenting

at our Feb. 3 SFTR Gen. Meeting.

It is hoped our members have a good start to 2026, and
plan on being involved in rides, Books & Broncs, camp-
ing, and our club's annual fundraiser — Funnel Cakes at
the Rodeo!! Thank you for your patience and well wish-
es to Deborah, and all our many members dealing with
major health issues.

Notice of Feb. 3, 2026 Gen. Meeting:

For our Feb. 3, 2026 General Meeting our special
guest speaker will be Ms. Deborah Witkind, owner of
Seahorse Stables of Miami. A great facility near Larry &
Penny park, her ranch offers secure boarding, plenty of
turnout pastures, lighted arenas; Eng/Western lessons,
photo shoots, hay & feed sales & delivery, & more. So
plan to coming to our Gen. Meeting Tues. Feb. 3 and
support a fellow SFTR member!

As usual, we will meet at the Homestead VFW post -
where we park for the Veteran's parade: 601 N.E. 2 Rd.
(Campbell Dr./312 St.) & then go south at the light at 1*
Rd. (east of Krome, just west of US1). Dine 7pm, meet-
ing 7:30pm- the room is cozy, the light food is good &
very reasonable. Bring your friends! We welcome them
to come meet our great club members, hear about our up
-coming calendar of events.

~Your Board

e —

BOOKS & BRONCS - KIDS DAY AT THE RODEO

On Thurs. Jan. 29 the SFTR will again partner with
the Homestead Rodeo Assn to put on a special rodeo
morning for hundreds of local first graders. The schools
we visited in Dec. for the children to have their First
Touch on a real horse, will arrive at the rodeo grounds
for the excitement of a rodeo event made especially for
them.

There will be flag riders & calf ropers, listening to
horse heartbeats & seeing horse shoes being made. We
will have trailer & barn experiences, tractor & bull pen
fun, grooming & authentic cowboys! Twelve stations of
excitement & learning. But best of all, the children will
read to our horses from their Let's Rodeo! book, as given
to each of them at the First Touch in Dec.

To accomplish this amazing event, we need volun-
teers!! We will need 8 horses, their owner or handler
and 8 more assistants to act as a safety helpers. The
horses will be divided between the Grooming area and
the Reading area. For grooming, please bring your
horse's own small body brush (no sharing germs). For
the reading area, we will provide the book.

Attire: Each person should wear the T-shirt/attire of
their organization. Hence, SFTR would wear our club T
-shirt (yellow/gold please), HRA would dress as cow-
boy/cowgirls in their colors, Posse would wear their cas-

ual group T-shirt/color; and Varela students their Vet
Acad./FFA T-shirt. The rest of your outfit... blue jeans,
boots for safety, hat/visor (optional).

Equine: Clean, calm, and in halter & lead line only.
No tack. Please let us know if you have a stallion, so we
may place him in the line-up accordingly. We will be
lined up side-by-side and should your equine become
unruly, we will assist you in managing the situation —
walking the horse in a few circles in the back of the
group, or removing the horse from the line-up back to
the trailers.

Location/Times: Homestead Rodeo grounds, SW 312
St & USI. Arrive 8:30am, sign-in, children arrive 9am,
arena program, stations start 9:30. Activity ends 12noon.

Misc: Each individual bringing a horse is responsible
for cleaning up after their equine & around their trailer
before leaving. Everyone brings their own soda/water/
snacks; a restroom is available on site.

Again, thank you so much for volunteering & giving
of your time to make this a memorable day for so many
local children! To volunteer or if you have any ques-
tions, please call Bonny George Jr 305-431-1431.
Thanks again & see you at the Rodeo grounds!

~Bonny George Jr



COME JOIN THE EXCITEMENT AT FUNNEL CAKE CITY

Remembering the Rodeo is coming at the end of this
month, we are calling for volunteers to assist in making
our club's only fund raiser, a success! Please, we need
volunteers to mix, cook, flip, box, sugar and sell our
awesome funnel cakes. There is a job for everyone — and
the fast & furious excitement is generously sprinkled
with stories, jokes and laughter.

You can help doing a shift, several shifts, or a whole
short day. All juniors will receive a certificate of com-
munity service to present at their school. So make it a
family affair to come help! The schedule starts with:
Set-up: Thurs. Jan 29 - Arrive 3pm at the Rodeo
grounds (go in main entrance & turn left, find us.) We'll
set up the tent, supplies, etc. until about Spm. Wear
sneakers, shorts, jeans, work clothes.

***Funnel cake cooking & selling starts with the Fri
night rodeo, through Sunday. Please arrive a few minutes
before your shift so we can get you arm bands and in the
gate, ***

Fri. Jan 30- Shifts: 3-4pm, 5-8pm, Gate officially
opens 6pm, Rodeo starts & last shift 8-10pm.

Fri. is Tough Enough to Wear Pink night - so we wear
our SFTR PINK T-shirt, blue jeans, & closed toe sneak-
ers/shoes for safety.

Sat. Jan 31- Shifts: 10-11am, 11am-3pm, Gate offi-
cially opens 12noon, Rodeo starts 2pm, and the last shift
3-7pm. Sat. is Show Your Colors night - so we wear our
SFTR GOLD/YELLOW T-shirt, blue jeans & closed toe
sneakers/shoes for safety.

Sun. Feb. 1- Shifts: 10-11am,11am-3pm, Gate offi-
cially opens 12noon, Rodeo starts 2pm, and the
last shift 3-7pm. We would also appreciate volunteers to
help with breaking down the tent and supplies 6-8pm.
Sun. is Casual night — so we wear our SFTR Tan T-shirt
or any color SFTR T-shirt, blue jeans & closed toe
sneakers/shoes for safety.

You can text Trail Boss Kim Cates at 305-495-8820
to let her know how you can help. You can also sign-up
on line at

https://sftrmiamidade.org/funnelcakevolunteers/

Remember this fundraiser keeps our club running, to
provide food & drinks at rides, storage & insurance, trail
& permit fees, rentals & supplies, and funds our banquet,
all for your enjoyment. So please call a fellow SFTR &
volunteer some time. It really is fun!

~Your Board

———

SAVE THE DATE - OUR ANNUAL ST. JUDE RIDE - SATURDAY, MAR. 7

Come to the St. Jude Ride!!! Our yearly St. Jude
Ride, will be on Sat. Mar. 7, as we again ride through
the Redlands - our mission is collecting donations for the
St. Jude Children's Cancer Research Hospital. The
SFTR has hosted this event for over 27yrs., to help facili-

tate their work in finding cures & saving children. Please
consider this worthy event, & help by soliciting tax- de-
ductible donations for St. Jude.
More information will be available soon, so watch
your email & future newsletters!
~Your Board

T —————

SFTR AUTISM RIDE
TO BENEFIT WHISPERING MANES EQUINE THERAPY FACILITY

Each year the SFTR rallies our riders for benefit rides,
which help our community in different ways, which in
turn have a positive effect on the children involved in
those facilities.

Our 15™ annual Autism Ride will be Sat. April 25.
The donations brought in from this event go to Whisper-
ing Manes in the Redlands — for therapeutic riding les-
sons for children with Autism & other challenges.

Tatiana Castillo will be our on-site Trail Boss repre-
senting Whispering Manes, & Adrian Sixto will be our
ride Trail Boss. We will meet at Schnebly's Winery
(30205 SW 217 Ave) at 4pm, register collected dona-
tions, tack-up & be ready for a leisurely ride at Spm for
about an hour. The route & duration of the ride accom-
modates young riders (18-under must wear a helmet,
Fla. Law), seasoned riders, aged horses, in-hand riders
walked on a lead line; and those with disabilities. This is
a local open event, in which anyone in the community
may ride with us! Tell your horse riding & cart driving

friends what we are doing, & have them help with this
great fund raising event! Because we want every rider
in the area to join us, the ride will be easy and in a quiet
area. The ride is also suitable for even very young riders
— so get their helmet ready & bring them along for the
experience. For safety & insurance reasons: No riding
double, No ponying please.

After the ride, un-tack & tie off your horse so you can
purchase a dinner at the Winery, beginning at 6pm
There will be line dancing, riding & drill team demon-
strations, a bar (for purchase), and lots of great raffle
items!! More activities are being planned so riders & non
-riders, friends and families from the community can all
enjoy ample space & seating for a night of fun — all to
benefit therapeutic riding lessons for children with Au-
tism & other special needs!

Your generosity in registering with a minimum of $25
donation per rider will help change the life for the bet-
ter for the children at Whispering Manes. Mark your cal-
endar, & see you there!

~ Your Board


https://sftrmiamidade.org/funnelcakevolunteers/

2025 - 2026 SFTR CAMPING CALENDAR

Remember, if you would like to Trail Boss a Camp-out., Please contact Renee. If you have any questions, let me know.

Thank you. Renee Soucy, coconut ldy@hotmail.com

Jan. 15-19, 2026 Lake X - Lt. Roger Haddock Memorial Trail Ride. Will also include desensitization clinic, obstacle
challenge & more. Not a SFTR event, but is sponsored by the Osceola County Sheriffs Dept. as a fundraiser. For registra-
tion package, contact Osceolasheriff.org ; contact Laura.kessler@osceolasheriff.org SRO 321-697-4413

Feb. 13-16, 2026 Withlacoochee State Forest. CANCELED.

Mar. 12-15, 2026 Lake to Ocean (L20) Another long time ride & camp-out is the OTL- Ocean to Lake ride. Now
named in the correct order, Lake to Ocean, it is not a SFTR sponsored event, but is attended by many members every year!
Thurs.3/12 Drive to Dupuis for the event. Reserve Dupuis overnight thru SFWMD. PENDING

Event day 1: 3/13 Dupuis SFWMD to JW Corbett SWA. Day 2: 3/14 Corbett to Riverbend PBC Park

Day 3: 3/15 Riverbend to Jonathon Dickinson State Park. With 60 miles of trail riding & camping, you get to see Florida
in its natural beauty. Move your rig each morning. In Corbett, your legs will get wet riding thru hammocks, etc. It’s part of
the fun. Rubber boots? Hosted by The Florida Horsemen’s Club.

Contact Renee Soucy (305-338-8192) for info.

Apr. 4-10, 2026 East Fork, Tenn. Contact@eastforkstables.com or 931-879-1176. TB ? Located at 3598 S. York Hwy;
Jamestown, Tenn. Ask to be located with the Miami-Dade SFTR. Preliminary dates, some people will stay the week, oth-
ers who can’t get the length of time off will tailor their dates to their needs. Consider borium shoes for your horse. Re-

member to get your horse’s health certificate in advance.

Date TBD : Blue View. Owner/manager, our club members Luis Valdeon & Yoli Castillo will open their acreage & be
our TBs. Dates will be determined in conjunction with East Fork event.

May 1-4, 2026 Hitching Post Trails. Owner & club member Barbara Ruiz-Gonzalez will host & TB at her acreage, on
the Florida Greenway (the greenway is known for having minimal bugs.) Some sites have electric. Location: 10623 SE
19th Court; Ocala, Fla. 34480. Text/call (352) 551-4362, or Facebook.

RIDE IN THE EVERGLADES NATL. PARK ON THE PINE LAKE RIDE - SAT. FEB. 7

Each year we trek through trails weaving through tall
pine forests, past pools where gators sunbathe (at a safe
distance), through prairie grasslands & up high onto the
expansive deer mounds. There is also a section of a py-
thon graveyard from years ago, which we may be able to
find!

All this, and more, awaits you on the Pine Lake Ride,
on Sat. Feb. 7. We generally caravan & follow this
schedule, so no one gets lost: Meet TB Mike Maldonado
at 8am at Robert Is Here fruit stand (19200 SW 344 St.).
We will leave at 8:30 and drive the Ingraham Hwy
(#9336) to the toll entrance of the Everglades Natl. Park.
At the toll booth, set your odometer/mileage for 9
miles.

At 8 miles, start slowing down. At 9 miles you will
see a dirt road on your LEFT, which takes you to Pine
Lake. The main park road down to Pine Lake has NO
room for turning around — if you miss the turn-off you
will either have to back up or drive a distance ahead to
correct the issue. At that left turn, drive the dirt road to
the lake & turn around before you park. Do NOT park
by the lake. We should be there 9-9:30, tack up & ride

out around 10am, for approx 2-3 hrs.

Please bring your water, snacks, lunch, bug spray, sun-
screen, raincoat (in case). Kindly wear a yellow/gold
SFTR T-shirt so others out hiking, cycling or riding will
see us & yield trail space! This ride is doable by juniors
— all juniors 18-under must wear a helmet. Remember
there is pinnacle rock & lots of trees, & any fall would
be tough. Hoof boots suggested for horses. We leave No
Trace along the trail or at the trailers when we leave — so
police your area & take your poop home please.

This is a special once a year ride, & Mike has led the
way many, many times. Please bring your gps so you too
can learn the route! The wildlife is a treat, the palmetto
& pine stands are amazing, and from atop the deer
mounds one can see a breathtaking view of the Ever-
glades. You will want to do this ride!! Please RSVP to
Mike 305-331-7599 so he knows to wait for you at Rob-
ert is Here. If you decide to ride, & drive there by your-
self, please RSVP this info to Mike so you are included
in the ride & he can BOLO for you. See you there!

~ Your Board




WE HAVE A NEW TRAIL TO RIDE!!

Michelle (Borko) Hart will Trail Boss a Valentines
Ride with husband Justin, on Sun. Feb. 15, out of their
farm: Hartland Ranch (on the far west side of Home-
stead). This will be a new trail for many riders! Canal
green-way and quiet areas will make for an easy ride for
a couple of hours. The trail will be junior friendly, so
bring the kids for a leisurely ride — all juniors 18-under
must wear a helmet while riding, Fla. Law. In light of
Valentines, please wear a pink or red SFTR T-shirt!
(We use pink on Fri. night of the Rodeo & red on many

rides.) Need a shirt? Please call Bonny George Jr. (305-
431-1431) now for size availability!

Expected arrival 9am, ride 10am, lunch/sodas provided
12noon. Call/text Michelle (941-320-2985) to let her
know you are going & the size of your trailer to help
with parking plans. More details will be in the Feb.
newsletter and directions in email blasts. Stay tuned &
let's help Michelle & Justin have a great first Trail Boss
adventure!

~Your Board

POKER RIDE & CAMP OUT REFLECTIONS

We arrived on Fri. around noon to beautiful weather, & every-
one showed up about the same time. There were a few visitors at
the campsite, one of whom was an old friend of Renee & Debi, so
they chatted with her for a bit & then headed out, so we parked &
set up camp.

After lunch, we tacked up the horses for a nice afternoon ride.
The area was gorgeous - it was great to see everyone & catch up.
We rode a small trail right behind our campsite; the horses did
well & we even saw some deer along the way. On our ride back,
the weather was perfect with a beautiful sunset as we headed into
camp. Once we un-tacked the horses, we gathered around the
campfire in the center of the site. I started the fire & we made a
few things to eat & set them at the table so we could talk around
the fire. We all sat eating, laughing, & enjoying the company.
Renee invited a friend who lived nearby, who arrived with deli-
cious fresh bread & tasty hummus. After a few hours, we set a
time to get up for the poker ride on Saturday, cleaned up, & went
to sleep.

On Sat. morning, we got up about 6, fed the horses, & prepared
breakfast. After eating, I walked around camp to say good morn-
ing & see if anyone needed anything. Then I grabbed the horses,
& tied them to the back of the trailer to tack up. By the time I
finished it was 7:50, so everyone was nearly ready. We mounted
up with great weather, & headed over 3.2miles to the visitor cen-
ter to tie up & go inside to register & pick up our poker hands.
After donuts & orange juice, we headed out on the trail. There
were two trail options: a Smi. loop or a 10mi. Loop - we chose the
longer one. They had also set up a small scavenger hunt with two
colored horseshoes hidden along the trail.

We started about 9:45 with nice weather on the first part of the
trail, which was wooded & shaded, though there were a few
swampy areas. Once the long route split from the short one, we
lost the tree cover, & it quickly became hot. About 4mi. of the
trail were open, sunny, but pretty barren. Just when we were
thinking about taking a shortcut back, we found a swampy, shad-
ed trail covered by trees, which made the rest of the ride much

more pleasant. Eventually we got back into the wooded area &
had about a mile left before the visitor center. When we arrived,
we tied up the horses - who were just as worn out as we were, & [
checked to see if there was water for them. There was, so we took
them to drink before grabbing lunch, provided by one of the raf-
fle sponsors. The food was great. During the raffle, Michelle won
a few nice items, Augie received a gift for being the oldest rider,
& I got one for being the youngest. Once the raffle ended, we
headed out for the 3.2-mile ride back to the horseman’s head-
quarters, our campsite. We had a good ride back. After unpacking
the horses, we prepared some food. I lit the fire again & we all
brought dishes to the picnic table for a small potluck. It was a
beautiful evening.

On Sun. morning, we got up at 6 again, & I started the campfire
so we could enjoy our last morning at camp. We headed out
around 8 to cross the river & explore the other side of the park.
After leaving camp by climbing up one of the hills, we saw a
wild boar cross the road. It was heading in our direction, but
turned & ran once it saw us - an amazing sight! We crossed the
bridge, & in the distance across the river, I spotted a deer on a
hill. We tried a trail on that side, but it was barren & shadeless, so
we turned back. We decided instead to ride through all four quad-
rants of the park - each one divided by the river and I-95. We had
already seen three, so we headed for the fourth. On the way, I
spotted a small black racer snake sunning itself in the grass.
When we reached the fourth quadrant, we took some pictures &
started heading back. Everything was going smoothly as we
crossed the bridge & rode behind one of the hills with a great
view of the river. We had an awesome breeze. Then, out of no-
where, a bald eagle dove right in front of us - no more than 20
feet away, chasing a pigeon. It caught it, and we were all stunned.
It was absolutely breathtaking.

We returned to camp, packed up & got everything ready. A few
hours later, we were all set to leave. We all headed out at the
same time & had a safe trip home. It was a great trip and adven-
ture, and I can't wait until the next one.

~Sincerely, Henry Vasallo




JINGLE BELL JAUNT COSTUME CONTEST ... OH WHAT FUN!

This years jingle bell jaunt was a great success. We
had a nice showing of people & horses come out to
help spread Christmas cheer - and help collect toys &
donations to purchase toys for underprivileged kids.
Before the ride through the RV campground for toy
donations, we held our annual costume contest — to
set the tone for a cheerful day. Michelle Goostree was
our Trail Boss for the event, while Holly Thommes &
Fred Schlafly were outstanding judges. Winning Fan-
tastically Festive with matching horse & rider outfits,
were Dee Dawson & Sheila Schlafly. Delightfully
Decorative went to Michelle Goostree & Darrell
Clower. Abbygail Gregoire, on Zelda, won Holiday
Hysteria — with mom Loulie Gregoire and Bonny &
Sonny George Jr. - all dressed as Thing 1,2,3,4 &
Zelda was even Thing 5.5! Jolly Jingle Junior went to
Abby Goostree & the Holly Jolly Walker, to Holly
Thommes.

We couldn't have asked for a more beautiful day to
ride with cool temperatures & beautiful blue skies!
Odin had his wagon all dressed up with decorations &
bells galore, and led the ride to let everyone know we
were coming. The campers at Larry & Penny
campground came out to participate and enjoy the
horses as they rode by. After our stroll through the
camp ground we had our club Holiday Lunch, with
loads of sandwich fixings, homemade side dishes &
desserts galore.

I want to thank everyone who came out to help the
cause, we really made a positive impact for the sea-
son! I look forward to next year's event when we can
come celebrate again with everyone!~Michelle
Goostree

Jingle Bell Jaunt Toy Drive 2025

A huge thank you to all the riders who participated
in the Jingle Bell Jaunt at Larry & Penny Thompson
Park. The campers showed their generosity again this
year by donating toys and money, along with Rob-
bie’s Feed Store's toys donation. Big boy Odin led the
way with his beautifully decorated wagon, followed
by the festively decorated horses & riders. Club mem-
bers joined us for our Christmas lunch get-together,
also donating toys.

Unfortunately, the high school that has helped us for
years with donations was not able to help this year,
but the South Florida Trail Riders doubled our dona-
tion so that we were able to provide 152 toys and 18
personal items to the children. The organizations we
were able to help this year were: The Agape Net-
work.org in Goulds, St. Paul Missionary Baptist
Church in Florida City, Sister Betty Ellison Home
Mission in Florida City and the Homestead soup
kitchen. We certainly made a lot of local children
have a merrier Christmas. ~Michele Wright

This is a Thank-you from the AGAPE Network:

Thank you for your continued generosity in donating
toys for the families we serve. Your support plays a
vital role in helping us spread joy to children while
also alleviating the financial burden many parents

face in providing for their families. We truly appreci-
ate your commitment and kindness. Without your sup-
port, our work would not be possible. We look for-
ward to continuing to work together to support fami-
lies in need. May God bless you abundantly. With sin-
cere gratitude, Vanessa Rincon, B.S, CBHCMS Social
Services Manager AGAPE Network TheAGAPEnet-
work.org




EQUINE HERPES VIRUS CONFIRMED ...
EVEN IN TAMPA AND PALM BEACH COUNTY

Herpesvirus is highly contagious among horses/
equids & can cause a variety of ailments, including
rhinopneumonitis (a respiratory disease usually found
in young horses), abortion in broodmares, & EHM.

In many horses, the first or only sign of EHV-1 in-
fection is fever, which can go undetected. Other com-
mon signs of EHV-1 infection include cough, de-
creased appetite, depression, & nasal discharge. Preg-
nant mares typically show no signs of infection before
they abort, which usually occurs late in gestation
(around eight months) but can be earlier. Abortions
can occur anywhere from 2wks to several months fol-
lowing infection with EHV-1.

Horses with EHM usually have a fever at the onset
of the disease & may show signs of a respiratory in-
fection. A few days later, neurologic signs such as
ataxia (uncoordination), weakness or paralysis of the
fore- and hind limbs, urine retention & dribbling, loss
of tail tone, & recumbency (inability to rise) develop.
EHYV is diagnosed with a polymerase chain reaction
(PCR) assay with a deep nasal swab and blood sam-
ple.

Animal health officials are monitoring the situation
affecting eight states An outbreak of this equine her-
pes virus (EHV-1), which can cause potentially fatal
equine herpesvirus myeloencephalopathy (EHM), has
animal health officials on alert. The Equine Disease
Communication Center (EDCC) on November 20 be-
gan monitoring an outbreak of EHM associated with a
Women’s Pro Rodeo Assoc. World Finals barrel-
racing event held Nov. 5-9 in Waco, Texas. EHV,
commonly carried by horses, is easily spread by aero-
sol & contact, and can become active with stress from
transport or new environments, such as horse shows.

EHV-1 is spread via nose-to-nose contact, respirato-
ry secretions, in the air (aerosolized virus particles)
and settle contaminating tack, feeding buckets, hoses,
grooming supplies, stalls, caretakers’ clothing, hair,
shoes, etc. Environmental contamination is important
to consider, as EHV-1 can persist for up to 21 days in

wet, shaded areas (shared/rented stalls, troughs, tack,
etc).

As of December 5, 60 cases of EHV-1 have been
confirmed in horses from Ariz, Col, La, New Mex,
Okla, So Dak, Tex, & Wash, with 47 showing neuro-
logic signs, according to the EDCC. The industry-
service group, which has posted over 4,700 alerts on
7,200 disease reports, said neither the EHM case re-
ported in Maryland nor those reported
in Pennsylvania last month are associated with the
Waco outbreak.

In response to the EHV threat, Florida
has announced emergency rules requiring all equines
imported into the state to have an official certificate of
veterinary inspection, unless being consigned directly
to a veterinary medical treatment facility for emergen-
cy medical care.According to the Fla Dept.of Agricul-
ture, one horse at a boarding facility in Palm Beach
County has tested positive for equine herpesvirus-1
(EHV-1). The horse is quarantined, and 52 additional
horses have been exposed.

To prevent the disease, the USDA's Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service recommends isolating
new or returning horses for at least 21 days and moni-
toring for signs of disease. It also suggests implement-
ing biosecurity protocols, such as regularly cleaning
&disinfecting all equipment, and not sharing or bor-
rowing tack or equipment at shows, events, or regular
boarding facilities.

To have UTD info, look at EDCC on the computer,
or look up EHV-1 for USA and Fla cases, or ask your
veterinarian. Monitoring the spread & avoiding min-
gling with horses from outside the area can minimize
your horse being infected. Be aware & have a healthy
New Year.

~Your Board


https://thehorse.com/topics/breeding-and-reproduction/mare-care-and-problems/equine-herpesvirus-ehv/
https://equinediseasecc.org/news/article/Equine-Herpesvirus-Myeloencephalopathy-(EHM)-Outbreak
https://mda.maryland.gov/Documents/EHV_EHM%2011%202025%20Letter%20.docx%20%282%29.pdf
https://equinediseasecc.org/search/alert/4678
https://flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?id=5CER25-5

SEFSRFGNM Honrse)
off the Montiy
“SLONEe ™

Uil

Breed: Quarter Horse

Sex: Gelding

Year of Birth: 2005

Height: 15 hands

Arrival to Farm: June 11, 2024

Stone is a senior gelding. He should
not be pastured with mares as he be-
comes territorial. He is most suitable
as a companion only horse.

His confirmation does not make him

suitable mount.

Contact Laurie at

Laurie@helpthehorses.com for adoption info.
Donations can be made at www.helpthehorses.com
Emma’s Jewel, last month horse was not adopted.

PARADE TEAM NEWS
Hi Trail Riders,

As you are probably aware, the
EHV (Equine Herpes Virus) re-
ported in Texas has spread to
several other states, including
Fla.- Tampa (west coast) &
Palm Beach County (east coast).
The virus 1s transmitted horse to
horse, but more over by tack,
grooming tools, water/feed buckets, etc and hu-
mans are also a primary carrier! The virus once
on your skin, hair, clothing, etc is readily trans-
mitted to other humans & horses. Older horses,
pregnant mares, & immune compromised eq-
uines are especially vulnerable to the effects of
EHV & subsequent complications. (see sepa-
rate article)

After careful consideration for the health &
welfare of our equines, & being that many vol-
unteered for participation in the Jr. Orange
Bowl parade have equines that are older and/or
have immune issues... we canceled our partici-
pation in recent parades.

Thank you so very much to those who volun-
teered to ride or walk their equine, in this our
last parade of this season. Your enthusiasm &
dedication are greatly appreciated! A huge
thank you to the Miami Medical Consultants
for sponsoring us this year, and to the FFA stu-
dents of Felix Varela High School for their
lively participation this season! Have a safe &
fun beginning of 2026, and thank you again.

~Michelle McDaniel,
Parade Team Chair.

Submit your

information here:

http://sftrmiamidade.org/
newsletter
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mailto:Laurie@helpthehorses.com
http://www.helpthehorses.com
http://sftrmiamidade.org/newsletter
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Patricia Arosemena-Romero
Office Administrator

4950 Le Jeune Road, Suite H
Coral Gables, FL 33146

One Andalusia Avenue
Coral Gables, FL 33134

Office 305.669.0690

Fax 305.669.8856

Cell 786.202.0155
www.MiamiMedConsult.com

parosemena@MiamiMedConsult.con

AN R. DIAZ

President

*Mortality & Theft * Stallion Infertility
*Major Medical

*Payment Plans

REDLAND EQUESTRIAN CENTER, INC.

FARM & HORSE TOURS
BOARDING & TRAINING
SALES & LEASING

ESTABLISHED IN 1999

15300 SW. 258 ST.
HOMESTEAD, FL 33032

REDLANDLIFE.COM 786-650-6173

Bobbic's Feed & Supply, Tnc.

22390 SW 177 Avenue | Miami, FL. 33170
www.robbiesfeed.com

(305) 247-1256 Phone

Jamie Addison (305) 247-9856 Fax

President office@robbiesfeed.com

jamie@robbiesfeed.com

LAW OFFICES
WALTER A. ANON, PA.

WALTER A. ANON

ATTORNEY AT LAW
ABOGADO

ROYAL OAKS OFFICE PARK TEL: (305) 821-5419

7975 N.W. 155th STREET FAX: (305) 821-7178
SUITE A e-mail: walteranon @ anonlawfirm.com

MIAMI LAKES, FLORIDA 33016 www_lawtrusttitle.com

GLOBAL LUXURY REALTY, LLC

Susie Randolph

Broker-Associate
)';r/m e );lll ors and Dellers tagether since 1992/
jung / /

305-323-4038 spete305@comcast.net

ECD

Equitable Co. Realtors

Offering Therapeutic Riding
Lessons and Horsemanship in
the heart of Horse Country

Currently welcoming
new riders and volunteers

\‘\f‘;w{f..pm ing Manes 305-596-4204
S N info@whisperingmanes.org

gusiness Card Aqgg
$60 per year
This card could

5600 SW 135 AVE. Suite 206
Miami, F1 33183
www. ECRREALTORS.com

Karen Crowley .
| Realtor © [ wmis &
"'Mobile: 305.910.1582 Office: 305.408.8401

Fax: 305.408.8402

Email: ker305@yahoo.com

GLOBAL LUXURY REALTY, LLC

Broker-Associate

MyRedlandLife.com 5-323-4038



ROBBIE’'S FEED & SUPPLY

Serving Our Community Since 1975

Proud Dealer of
Nutrena, Purina, Kalmbach, Seminole
Triple Crown Feeds

Ariat, Wolverine & Caterpillar Boots
Riding Helmets, Western Hats & Gifts

Feed & Supplies for
Pets, Birds, Exotics, Small Animals
Fish, Horses & Livestock
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Hay & Shavings

WWW

Posts, Wire & Gates | Farm & Ranch Supplies

22390 SW 177 Avenue, Miami, FL 33170 | 305-247-1256
Store Hours: Monday - Saturday | 8:00 am - 5:30 pm

May 2026

FLORIDA LUMBER

carries a large selection of

Bulld bettéﬂﬁulld Weener,
" Pressure Treated Lumber &

AN Orss. /
‘ SRS T S & A 1 Timbers in STOCK and offers
A, ‘ FREE DELIVERY!!!!

Our STOCK dimensions are
1" to 6" in thickness, 4" to 12"
in width, and up to 24' in
length.

Give us a call or visit our
_ - " =" website for the complete list
S e A BRI - g of sizes we carry.
N : ‘

a Florida Lumber CALL « QUOTE « PAY ONLINE 2431 NW 20th St.
305-635-6412 Miami, FL 33142

www.floridalumber.com

Sept. 2026



Join and MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

PAY ONLINE SOUTH FLORIDA TRAIL RIDERS, INC.

sftrmiamidade.org/membership/ (A NOT-FOR-PROFIT, ALL VOLUNTEER, EQUESTRIAN ORGANIZATION)

NEW MEMBERSHIP
RENEWAL

ADDRESS CHANGE / FILE UPDATE
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP ($50.00 PER YEAR)

SOUTH FLORIDA
SINGLE MEMBERSHIP ($40.00 PER YEAR)
T RAIL RIDERS (Applicant Must Be 18 Years Of Age)

DON'T FENCE US QUTI o DUAL MEMBERSHIP ($25.00 PER YEAR)

Oooognoao

TELEPHONE # 4-HORSES Must be a full paying member of Broward SFTR
(446-7737) Membership runs from Sept. 1st through Aug. 31st of each year.

NAME (1) DOB NAME (3) DOB
NAME (2) DOB NAME (4) DOB
ADDRESS EMAIL ADDRESS
CITY STATE ZIP
TELEPHONE (H) (W) (CELL)
OCCUPATION DO YOU WANT YOUR PHONE NUMBER PUBLISHED? oY o N
NAME & DATE OF BIRTH OF ALL FAMILY MEMBERS 1) 2)
3) 4) 5)

HORSE INTERESTS: o TRAIL RIDING, o PARADES, o CAMPING, o SHOWS, o BREEDING

REFERRED BY? HOW MANY HORSES DO YOU HAVE?

DO YOU HAVE A TRAILER? o YES o NO, IF YES, WHAT IS THE TRAILER CAPACITY?
WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO HELP TRANSPORT OTHERS? o YES o NO
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN HELPING ON A COMMITTEE? o YES o NO

DO YOU WANT TO RECEIVE YOUR NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL? o YES

Warning: Under Florida Law, An Equine Activity Sponsor or Equine Professional Is Not Liable For An Injury To, Or The Death Of, A Participant in Equine
Activities Resulting From The Inherent Risks of Equine Activities. (Florida Statutes 773.01 - 773.05). | will abide to club safety rules and give consideration
to my fellow club members.

DATE SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT

Applicant must be 18 years of age or older.
All listed names above must reside at the same address.

PLEASE MAIL TO: SOUTH FLORIDA TRAIL RIDERS, INC.
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
P.O. Box 924946
Princeton, Florida 33092
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PAYMENT TENDERED: o©CASH o CHECK# AMOUNTS RECEIVED BY:

FORM APPL-2, REV.14, MARCH 2015
DATE



http://sftrmiamidade.org/membership/

SOUTH FLORIDA
TRAIL RIDERS

oooooooooooooooo

South Florida Trail Riders, Inc.
P.O. Box 924946
Princeton, Florida 33092

Visit us at:
www.sftrdade.org

SCAN ME
To view our newsletter online




