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UPCOMING EVENTS FOR THE TRAIL RIDERS 

 

Apr. 1 Sat. - Foolôs on a Clue ride.  
TB: Katherine Ottesen.  
 
Apr. 3 Mon. - General Meeting at Latin 
Mix Rest. 11368 SW 184 St. Speaker: Gin-
ger Krenz from Another Perfect Horse. 
 
Apr. 8 Sat. - Mule & Donkey Clinic  
by Susan Soderbergh. 
 
Apr. 9 Sun. - The Fair Exhibition; Parade 
of Breeds.    
Co-TB Manny Alvarez & Bonny George Jr.  

Apr. 15-16 Sat.-Sun. - Miami-Dade Cattle 
Show at Tropical Park.  Co-TB Manny Alva-
rez & Domingo Hernandez.  
 
Apr. 21-24 Fri.-Mon. - Renab Ranch  
campout.  

TB: Michelle Morley.  
 
Apr. 29 -Sat. - Va. Key BEACH Ride!  

TB: Augie & Lorelei .  
 
. . .  and more 

 
SFTR 2017 AUTISM RID E 



 
TRAIL MANNERS 

 

 Good manners is the grease that helps people 
get along with each other avoiding friction. 
 
¶ UNDER 16 MUST WEAR A HELMET. 
¶ Be aware of the effect your actions have on oth-
ers, their horses and their property. 

¶ Do not upset your co-riderôs horses. 
¶ Ride at a quiet, controlled pace. 
¶ NEVER PASS OTHERS AT A GALLOP. 
¶ Keep a safe distanceé donôt crowd others. 
¶ STAY WITH A DISMOUNTED RIDER 
¶ Respect the property of others. (ie: lawns, farm 
fields, crops, groves, livestock, etc.) 

¶ Leave gates as you found them:  Open gates 
should remain open. Closed gates should remain 
closed. 

¶ DO NOT PASS THE TRAIL BOSS or drop    
behind the drag rider. 

¶ Stay with the trail boss on the same side of the 
road. Do not split the road. 

¶ Clean up after your horse. Pick up manure or 
spread it depending on where you are. Do not 
clean your trailers out when you unload. 

¶ NO PROFANITY ON ANY SFTR EVENTS. 
 
REMEMBER! If you mind your manners others 
wonôt mind when you and your horse return to ride.  

HORSE CHARITIES 
 
 

The SFTR donates to these charities once a 
year. These charities are badly in need of 
donations. Please try to send what you can 
to help them. Thanks from the SFTR. 
 

South Fla. SPCA 
www.helpthehorses.com 
P.O. Box 924088 
Homestead, Fl. 33092 
 

Horse Protection Association of Florida 
www.HPAF.org 
20690 NW 130 Ave. 
Micanopy, Fl. 32667 
 

F.R.I.E.N.D.S. 
www.eiahorses.org 
1840 NE 65 Ct. 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fl. 33308 
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  Dates and Places 
 

        Call the Hot-line for any cancellations 
         (305) 4-HORSES     446-7737 

Guest Passes are available for local trail rides. Each pass is $5.00  One pass per person per trailride is required for non-members. This pass is not available for any beach 
rides, Team Penning or Parades. All area codes are (305) unless otherwise stated. TB=Trail Boss 

Saturday - Fool's on a Clue ride. TB: Katherine.Ottesen 24800 SW 193 Ave. Arrive early to be 
ready to ride out at 10:15 AM. Park in the farm. Plenty of room. Coffee & donuts at 9:30AM. We will 
have lunch after ride around 12:30. Call Katherine to RSVP and ask any questions. 786-376-9180. 

 
Monday - General Meeting at Latin Mix Rest. 11368 SW 184 St. 7:00 PM dinner, 8:00 PM 
meeting. Speaker: Ginger Krenz from Another Perfect Horse. 

 

Saturday- Mule & Donkey Clinic by Susan Soderbergh, 9am-3pm; 16990 SW 170 Ave, Miami. 
RSVP Bonny George,Jr., space is limited! 305-233-1897.  
 

Sunday - The Fair Exhibition; Parade of Breeds. Unique and fun event. Co-TB Manny Alvarez 
redlandtrail@aol.com & Bonny George Jr. idrathrbfishin6@yahoo.com  305-233-1897. Your horse can 
represent your breed. 1:30 PM be at The Fair.  
 

Monday - Board Meeting at 14591 SW 120 ST. 6:00 PM FFA Scholarship applicant interviews, 
7:00 PM social, 8:00 PM meeting. RSVP to Manny Alvarez.  

 

Saturday & Sunday - Miami-Dade Cattle Show at Tropical Park. Co-TB Manny Alvarez & 
Domingo Hernandez. We need riders for both days. Be there by 10am. ready to ride into the arena by 
11:30 am. See article for important info. or e-mail Manny redlandtrail@aol.com., or Domingo 
dehernandez57@bellsouth.net.  

 

Friday thru Monday - Renab Ranch campout. TB: Michelle Morley. Renab Ranch is well know for 
itôs Obstacle courses. The ranch is on the Withlacoochee Forest (Citrus tract) This side of the forest is 
hilly and has very beautiful trails. You will need to reserve with the owner of the farm:  Lillian Baner 
352-628-9816. They have full hookups but I reserved a primitive area to keep costs down. We will be 
able to keep our horses with our trailers unless you want to keep them in a stall or separate pasture. There 
is a fee for everything. As I asked for, the camping will be $11 per night & $10 per horses at your rig. 
They have a shower house for us to use. Please contact Lillian for directions or more info. I will email 
directions out also so check your email. 

 

Saturday - Va. Key BEACH Ride! It is finally here. TB: Augie & Lorelei .  

All riders must be PREPAID to be able to go on this ride. No cash accepted at the gate for horses. Please 
fill out the form in this newsletter and mail in with your payment of $20 per horse. Cars pay at the gate. 
Everyone MUST be a SFTR member before this ride. It is too confusing to try to collect money and 
memberships at the beach. Your name will be on a list at the gate to let you and your horses in. Bring 
your current coggins with you. Please do what you can to keep your horses under control. Any questions, 
please call Andrea 305-216-2461 or Augie 305-582-1557. You can go to sftrdade.org and go to 
memberships, then you can pay by PayPal for your membership only. If you have anyone going that is 
not a member, they have to join BEFORE the ride.  

 

Monday - General Meeting at Latin Mix Rest. 11368 SW 184 St. 7:00 PM dinner, 8:00 PM 
meeting. Speaker: TBA 

 

Saturday - Modesta's "Delio's & Dominoes" ride!  TB: Modesta Iturrey. Trailer in to Delio's Ranch at 
9am, and ride out at 10 with our newest Trailboss!  Enjoy good friends and sing along with Modesta, on 
a 1 hr loop to the west canals.  Lunch will be at noon at Delio's, so bring cash (no credit cards).  Then sit 
and share stories over an exciting game of dominoes.  All in good fun, great for juniors and the over-the-
hill gang...see you there!  Delio's barn can be seen just west of Krome, along the entrance dirt road of 
144 St.  (14505 SW 179 Ave. 33196) . 
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
Hello Trail Riders, 
 
   Spring has Sprung and time is on our side. The weather has been favora-
ble to much of our advantage. The Autism Ride was another success thanks 
to all who participated, donations are still coming in. We had over 90 riders 
and one mule drawn carriage and many vendors (coffee and snow cones, 
face painting, pony rides) and spectators. We had 2 Clubs bring entertain-
ment of beautiful dancing horses and typical Mexican dancers. Our thanks 
to the beautiful White Star Farms that hosted the event one last time before 
being sold. Of course we had amazing delicious food donated by Vi¶a & 
Sons along with Latin Caf®. We have many wonderful supporters to thank 
to prove that we all can do our part no matter how small. We can pay it for-
ward by in turn supporting their business, Latin Caf®, Vi¶a & Sons, Florida 
Lumber, Cifuentes Landscapers, Miami Marlins, Pepsi, Robbie's Feed, 
etc...We start off the spring season with our annual beach ride that is always 
a wonderful experience to share with your horse. We will be hosting a Pa-
rade of Breeds at the Fair, come on out and have some fun.  
   This upcoming year will be a hard one for the club to continue without 
one of our most valuable members who will be moving to Georgia. Andrea 
Sante is the most hard working member that has held this club together for 
many years. We wish her and her husband, Jack, the best in their future 
home and they will always hold a place in our hearts. I'm sure we will see 
her visiting us from time to time. Remember to see our calendar for upcom-
ing rides, so come out and join us on the trail. 

VA. KEY BEACH RIDE 
Saturday, April 29, 2017 

 

Horse pool if you can / We are limited to 30 trailers / MUST be PREPAID to attend. 
 

Riders names: __________________________________     ______________________________________ 

Riders names: __________________________________     ______________________________________ 

Riders address:  _________________________________________________________________________ 

Riders phone number: ____________________________________ 

Riders e-mail address: ____________________________________ 

Registration fee per horse: $20.00 

Own trailer? _____  or who are you trailering with? ____________ 

Number of horses attending: _______ @ $20 each = ________ 

Total due: ___________ 

Vehicles with no trailers will pay a separate fee of $7 at the gate. 

Warning: Under Florida Law, An Equine Activity Sponsor or Equine Professional Is Not Liable 

For An Injury To, Or The Death Of, A Participant in Equine Activities Resulting From The Inherent 

Risks of Equine Activities. (Florida Statutes 773.01 - 773.05). 

I will abide to trail safety rules and give consideration to my fellow riders. 

Signatures of all people attending: 

 

________________________________________________  __________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________  ______________________________________________ 

Nelson Rodriguez 
President 



Elsy M. Altuve  
Miami,FL 33186 
 
Paula Berris  
Homestead, FL 33030 
 
Michelle Bock  
Naples, FL 34116 
 
Beverly Burke and  
Jessica Nazzaro  
Naples, FL 34117 
 
Maria and Rafael Chirino  
Miami, FL 33186 
 
Tanya and Angelic Diaz  
Homestead, FL 33031 

Christina Fiebeck and  
Barbara Nelson  
Homestead, FL 33031 
 
Hector Gomez  
Miami Beach, FL 33140 
 
Jo Ann Gonzalez and  
Eynar Enrique Matos  
Miami, FL 33187 
 
Leonna Jaffrey 
Ft. Myers, FL 33912 
 
Cherie Keith  
Key Largo, FL 33037 
 
Belinda and Lew Monroe  
Ft. Myers, FL 33913 

We have 236 family and single members that have joined or renewed for the year.  Thank you very much! 

MEMBER CARDS TAKE 6-8 WEEKS TO PROCESS. 

  SUNSHINE REPORT 
 
      Condolences to Darlene Perets, who had to put down her 
pony;  and to Iva Hegg who had to put down her horse.  These 
losses are so difficult.  Our hearts are with you. 
   Speedy recovery wishes are being sent to Roy Pressman, 
who broke his foot.  Hope you are up and about soon! 
   Seems Ellen Peaceman & John Armstrong are partners in 
dealing with soreness from injuries .  Spills with horses, and 
bad strains & bruises take a while to heal.  May your recover-
ies be swift and see you both back riding with us soon. 
   Big congratulations are in order for Carol and Rafael Weng.  
They are new homeowners, in Little Gables!  They are still 
local & will still be able to ride with us.  May your new home 
be filled with love and family! 
   Wishing Katherine Ottesen a swift recovery from her brief 
hospital visit.  Knowing her enthusiasm for life, she'll be gear-
ing up for her April ride soon!    
   It is with a heavy heart that we send our condolences to Tina 
West, for the passing of  her younger sister, Lisa.  May the 
laughter and sharing of good times well spent, give you and 
your family peace.  

DISCOUNTS ARE OFFERED TO SFTR MEMBERS BY THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES. 

OK Feed Store             22801 SW 177 Ave. (Krome) Miami  246-3333 
Robbieôs Feed and Supply     22390 SW 177th Ave. (Krome) Miami  247-1256 
Silver Palm Feed      15585 SW 232 St. Miami, Fl.    245-0048 
Sunset Feed & Supply     7650 S.W. 117 Ave. Kendall    271-0341 
Sunset Country             16300 S.W. 296 St. Homestead          245-2935 
VetteSmith Inc. Body shop          10750 SW 188 Street. Miami    252-1256 

Always ask Proprietor for amount of discount & availability. 

                    
         ~Cathy Rosenberg 
 
Please email Cathy Rosenberg at   
cathyrosenberg@comcast.net or text her at  
305-915-2856 if you need a card sent to a SFTR member. 

Sharon Perrin  
Coconut Grove, FL 33133 
 
Cynthia Proietti  
Miami, FL 33189 
 
Julio C. Rosado  
Miami, FL 33196 
 
Eddy and Mailil Ruiz 
Miami, FL 33196 
 
Stephanie Samways  
Miami, FL 33157 

NEWSLETTER  
 

The DEADLINE for all  
articles & ad copy is: 

 

PRICES FOR ADS ON OUR 
NEWSLETTER 

 
Camera Ready Material 

-Business Card size $60.00 per year 
-Full page Ad $80.00 per issue 
-1/2 Page Ad  $40.00 per issue 
-1/4 Page Ad  $30.00 per issue 

 

SFTR YARD SALE  
AT  

ROBBIEôS FEED COW PASTURE 
 
The morning started out very foggy! When I ar-
rived several people were waiting to get in the gate. 
Robbie showed up a few minutes after 7AM to un-
lock the gate. 
 
We had about 15 vendors with everything from 
Tack to China. Everyone I spoke with said they did 
pretty good with sales and we ended at 2:00pm. It 
started out slow then picked up towards the after-
noon. 
 
I want to Thank Carlos Saavedra for painting our 
plywood signs that we put out on Krome Ave.  
They are bright and large so people can see them. 
 

~ Andrea Sante 

Send to: sftr@watv.net 



MARCH BIRTHDAYS  

July 2017 

Ameenah Aljabry 
Augie Saavedra 
Barbara Nelson 
Darlene Perets 
David Ruiz 
Donna Evans 
Eddy Ruiz 
Eduardo Cutie 
Elizabeth Hames 
Emily Morgan 
Gustavo Abaunza 
Isabel Lamas 
Jon Dunleavy 
Kathleen Monahan 
Kim M R Rivenburg 
Laura Saoud 
Lydia Michelle McDaniel 
Michael de Jesus 
Nari Bauta 
Robyn Anderson 
Samantha Turner 
Sharon Perrin 
Susan Judah 
Vicky Martone 
Zalman Peles July 2017 





 

but you can wear a helmet in lieu of a cowboy hat if 
you wish. 
   I have arranged for free stalls for all participants. 
This will enable you to remain at the show to see all 
the other presentations throughout the day. Last year I 
could not attend the show but I was told the stalls 
were not reserved for us. I have made sure it will not 
happen again. 
   Contact me for more information and to RSVP. We 
need a good turn-out.                         ~Manny Alvarez 

   The 2017 Miami-Dade Cattle Show will be held at 
Tropical Parkôs Ronald Reagan Equestrian Center 
April 14, 15, 16. 
   This year we have been given the honor of Present-
ing the Colors on Saturday April 15 and Sunday April 
16 at 12 noon on both days. In addition some of us we 
will serve as Goodwill Ambassadors on horseback 
throughout the day.  
   You must be at Tropical no later than 10 AM and 
ready to ride at 11:30 am.   Dress code is cowboy,   

KRAZY KONE BBQ RIDE 
   We met up at 9am at Krazy Kone Farm and while folks 
arrived & enjoyed coffee & donuts, Ben Kroner stopped by 
to enjoy the morning with us! At 10-ish we headed on out 
on the trail, led by TB Katherine Ottesen, south on 193 Ave. 
right past White Star. The weather was AMAZING!  A 
wonderful cool breeze, and a less humid 77 degrees. The 12 
riders turned onto 256 St. as we weaved our way west. We 
passed a beautiful group of ripe loquat trees and a few of us 
enjoyed a sweet treat! While Max & the volunteers from 
Krazy Kone Cares Foundation prepared the catered lunch 
from Shivers BBQ back at the farm, the Trail Riders conti-
nued westward, past growing fields, to the canal greenway. 
While our faithful protector, Comanche, kept us safe from 
any and all dog threats on our way, we started homeward 
along the canal. Getting everyone thru each gate and over 

MIAMI-DADE CATTLE SHOW APRIL 15&16  

the road crossings was a good exercise for us all.  A few 
horses were a bit antsy, even though we had been out a few 
hours, so we had a brief run along the canal for those that 
wanted to stretch their legs. It was a truly relaxing and great 
ride with everyone safe & well.  We did have one rider take 
a walking break to give their horse a rest, but they recovered 
quickly and were back in the saddle within a few minutes. 
When we meandered  back north toward the farm, we could 
smell the BBQ!  As many of the farm's rescue horses welco-
med us back with neighs & Bonny's mule, Zelda (who'd not 
made a peep the whole ride) brayed loudly upon our return- 
to announce we were back! We had a few other SFTR join 
us for an ALL OUT spread of Shrivers BBQ under the big 
Jacaranda tree at KKF. Thanks for joining us - it was a great 
ride enjoyed by all!                               ~Katherine Ottesen 



*BALLOT* 
South Florida Trail Riders, Inc. 
ELECTION 2017 - 2018 

 

President   
Nelson Rodriguez   (unopposed) 
 
Vice President            
Manny Alvarez   (unopposed) 
               
Treasurer  
Wayne Hershberger  (appointed) 
 
 
Directors (Choose the names from the list below) 
 
Sylvia Cruz-Alvarez   My votes are: 1) ééééééééé..éé..é. 
Megan Barnes             
Sandy Fobb                 2) ééééééééééééé. 
Bonny George Jr.           
Domingo Hernandez            3) ééééééééé..éééé 
Carrie Hershberger          
Ginger Krenz                   4) ééééééééé..éééé 
Leyanes Lopez          
Deda Maldonado               5) éééééééééé..ééé 
Mike Maldonado          
Carolina Rodriguez             6) ééééééééééééé.. 
Augie Saavedra                        
                                                                       7) ééééééééééééé.. 
        
 
 
 
Must be RECEIVED no later than May 1, 2017. Mail this BALLOT to: 
SFTR P.O. Box 924946 Princeton, Fl. 33092 
 
Signature:éééééééééééééééééé.  
 
Print Name:ééééééééééééééééé.. 
 
If Family Membership; list primary memberôs name éééééééééé..éé 
 

If you would like to VOTE anonymously please attend the  
SFTR General Meeting on May 1, 2017. 



TWO NATIONAL PARKS IN ONE GREAT RIDE! 
   As daylight peeked through the haze of the morning, 
riders from as far as Naples lined up their rigs at the Ever-
glades trail head.  Horses tacked-up & tied to trees, fellow 
riders watched over the herd as the drivers moved their 
trailers to the Rodeo grounds.  We greatly appreciated Ben 
K, Sonny G.,Jr., and Albert V. as they provided the car 
shuttles to return everyone to their awaiting mounts. 
   A quick cinch check and the 16 riders, TB'd by Augie S, 
began the iconic Glades to Bay ride ï crossing over the 
canal bridges and turning north through the massive farm-
land tracts of far SW Dade.  The clear day, with a light 
breeze, made the ride an easy start.  As the open terrain 
traded out for groves & outback trails, the pack wove NW 
ï past the gun range & onto the canal greenway.  Eventu-
ally the canal would branch and the shady easterly trail 
taken would lead to the fringes of west Homestead.   
   The final leg of day 1 was the escort provided by the 
Homestead Police Dept, along Mowry Dr. through Home-
stead, up US1 and into the Rodeo grounds.  Horses un-
tacked and watered, the group toasted their 15 mile trek 
and departed. 
   Early Sun. morning, 9 intrepid riders gathered at the Ro-
deo grounds, and TB Augie headed SE, onto the green-
way, under the overpass, and followed the canal system 
ever eastward.  The cloudless day heated up, but the lively 
discussions, aquatic creatures, birds and open cropland 
vistas made for a pleasant ride.  By the last hour, the trail 
became the familiar coral rock hard-pack and the riders 
could see the waters of Biscayne Bay in the distance.  Eve-

rything came to a brief standstill, literally, at the bridge 
crossing ï the gate was locked!   Fortunately a construc-
tion site security guard had a key and opened the passage.  
A few hundred yards more and the horses were cooling 
their tired legs in the bay's salty water.  Refreshed and rid-
ing both the high & low trails, Augie & Henry led the 
group south to the final destination: Homestead Bayfront 
Park's entrance.  A quick group photo to mark the achieve-
ment of an amazing 10 mile ride, our awaiting shuttle 
drivers: Ben, Linda L., Albert and Sonny, helped the riders 
back to their trailers.  The string of trailers returned to pick 
up their horses, & found them tied to swaying palm trees, 
& enjoying the balmy salt laced air.   
   Many thanks to Augie for providing the opportunity for 
us to enjoy such a cross-country ride; to our shuttle driv-
ers, without whom the ride would not have been possible;  
and to our riders, for a memorable weekend spent with 
good friends!                                      ~Bonny George, Jr. 



their mounts for a swim in the pond. Subsequently, in the evening 
enjoying some of Doyle Rigdonôs cowhunter poetry and storytel-
ling by the bonfire. On Friday morning we moved rigs early to 
the Adams Ranch in Fort Pierce, took a bus ride back, and trave-
led the last 20+ mile stretch on horseback, arriving onto the histo-
rical cattle ranch. The Adams Ranch is accredited with the crea-
tion of the Braford Cattle Breed in the 1960ôs.  
   Upon reaching each camp we enjoyed a break until supper, long 
enough to prepare your meal unless you purchased the meal plan 
available from the caterer, and partake in the scheduled entertain-
ment for the evenings. 
   I believe all participants who endured riding the Cracker Trail 
and keeping Floridaôs history alive while contemplating the sce-
nery from the back of a horse, enjoyed the camaraderie and had a 
great experience, without any incidents. Therefore, I would like 
to echo my sentiment of gratitude to all volunteer members of the 
FCTA. The Trail Boss and outriders collective efforts made for a 
safe and memorable ride. The efforts of all Deputy Sherriffôs who 
assisted with traffic control yielded positive results as there were 
no accidents. Last but not least, I would like to convey my grati-
tude to Mr. Grover Johnson and his son Rusty, the Sanitary Engi-
neers, who diligently transported the Port-o-Lets and made them 
available at every lunch site and campsite, and for the tubs and 
ample supply of fresh water for the horses and mules, on average 
1,500 gallons per day. Bravo, to all for a job well done!  
   For more information about the event visit: 
www.crackertrail.org  and for additional information about K.J. 
Smithôs cow whips visit: www.cowhunterwhips.com 
   Trail Riders, get ready to ride the historic Florida Cracker Trail 
next year, till then happy trails to you all! 

   ~ Domingo Hern§ndez 
"Life is not the breaths you take but the moments that take your 
breath away ~ George Strait 

   I began riding the Florida Cracker Trail in 1995, when I learned 
about the trek across the State, and embarked in the adventure. I 
was inspired by a thirst for history and to embody the spirit of trail-
blazing I completed the Cracker Trail the following ten (10) years. 
Nurturing numerous friendships, among them Mr. K.J. Smith, a 
native of Lakeland, FL and currently a resident of Wrightsville, 
GA, where he handcrafts the cow whips most of us carry. Howe-
ver, I took a sabbatical until this yearôs 30th Anniversary ride, when 
I joined K.J. Smith and over 140 participants from all walks of life 
for the ride. Folks traveled from Alabama, Georgia, North & South 
Carolina, Tennessee and New Jersey for this yearôs historical 
event.  
   The Florida Cracker Trail Association (FCTA), is a non-profit 
organization of volunteers dedicated to the mission of keeping his-
tory alive since 1987, by hosting an Annual Cross State Ride. The 
event began on Saturday 2/18/17, at the Kibler Ranch in Manatee 
County, in the Bradenton area, along Floridaôs Gulf Coast. Trave-
ling eastbound with overnight stops until we reached the end of the 
trail at Fort Piece in Saint Lucie County, along the Atlantic Coast, 
on Saturday 2/25/17. 
   The route for this ride, according to history, was previously utili-
zed by cattlemen to transport livestock across the state of Florida, 
with the intent to reach the sea-side ports where cattle could be 
sold and shipped to the Caribbean Islands, as well as to Central & 
South America. Therefore, those riders and their mounts who com-
plete the annual ride help preserve the cattle history and Cracker 
heritage of Florida, while learning a bit of Floridaôs history and 
travel through historical landmarks along the way.  
   On Sunday, all participants arrived into Mr. Duck Smithôs Bar 
Crescent S Ranch in Wauchula to enjoy the hospitality and the 
scenery while traversing through this working cattle ranch. After 
we mounted and the wagons were ready, we had a safety briefing 
with all present prior to start our ride at approximately 8:00 am 
every morning. The all-day ride along the designated route, provi-
ded the opportunity to visit with old friends and to nurture new 
friendships, while enjoying the scenery from the back of a horse. 
    The spring weather was pleasant throughout the week, with oc-
casional heavy fog in the mornings and a rainstorm causing some 
logistic challenges. Consequently, some days we moved the rigs 
first thing in the morning, took a bus ride back to camp, allowing 
the fog to clear and then ride to the next campsite along the route. 
Following is a list of this yearôs night camps: The Parker Place in 
Zolfo Springs, with access to the Peace River. The Kahn Ranch in 
Zolfo Springs, nonetheless en route we went across the Putnam 
Ranch, another working cattle ranch with startling scenery. The 
next campsite was Hickory Hammock in Lorida, with an available 
barn and showers. Thus continuing our journey south we traversed 
along the Hickory Hammock crossing over the Kissimmee River 
and riding to the Bass Ranch in Fort Basinger, where folks took 

THE FLORIDA CRACKER TRAIL, AN EPIC JOURNEY TO KEEP HISTORY ALIVE 

http://www.crackertrail.org
http://www.cowhunterwhips.com


AUTISM RIDE 

   Hi to allé I just wanted to send my sincere gratitude 
to all who attended this year's South Florida Trail Rid-
ers Autism Ride. We had such an amazing turn-out and 
everyone seemed to enjoy all the activities. I did not get 
the chance to make announcements and acknowledge 
all of the help that I had to make this happen. So I'm 
going to do it now. My wonderful partner, Eddie Gar-
cia, took the reins and ran with all the logistics and 
tasks that I used to do on my own. I couldn't take Fri-
day off, as I have in the past and he along with My 3 M 
Girls Megan Barnes, Megan Fickle, Michelle Smith 
were there to set up and get things in place along with 
Lynn Vina on Friday. Carolina and Nelson also came in 
after work and pitched in till the bitter end. Carolina's 
cookies and peanut brittle were a hit at the bake sale 
and Nelson kept us entertained with his mobile DJ 
truck music. Domingo Hernandez has taken this to the 
next level, as trail boss, he not only made sure the trail 
was safe, he brought in over $5,000 in donations, and 
as a bonus always comes through with incredible raffle/
auction prizes and don't forget those delicious empana-
das! This year, he managed to bring the mule team and 
wagon from a friend in Zolfo Springs, which was a nice 
addition to the trail ride and group of 96 riders and set-
up the hi-ties for our horses with JC, Eddie and Augie. 
Manny Alvarez designed our "Art Deco" bandanas 
again this year and he has always been an incredible 
support since day 1 of this 7 year journey. JC and Lynn 
Vina are in a league of their own! JC has provided and 
arranged everything with Latin Cafe for our delicious 
lunch. Both also came through with some incredible 
raffle/auction prizes. Bonnie and Sonny George helped 
with the cooler shuffle, raffle item pick ups and Sonny 
was on grill duty again. Sonni Peles, Anna Ludmilla, 

Lisa Morgan, Deda Maldonado all helped at the regis-
tration table. The Felix Varela students came through 
for the 3rd year, they know the drill already and got 
right to work. We got a great group picture of them 
with Billy the Marlin, who popped in just before 
lunchtime to entertain the crowd of spectators around 
the show arena. The 2 groups of Mexican folkloric 
dancers and gorgeous horses put on beautiful perfor-
mances as well.  
   I need to thank Andrea Sante for pushing to get us 
this beautiful venue again. She helped out with multiple 
tasks and provided accommodations at White Star for 
our members and friends who traveled over 2 hours to 
join us. Gina and Leo Perez came from Indiantown and 
camped out with us the whole weekend along with an-
other couple Johnny and Gina Arrieta from Okeecho-
bee. Their horses had stalls, we had power hookup for 
our trailers and Johnny & Gina slept comfortably in the 
pull out couch in the office. I am very grateful to An-
drea and the Stearns family for the use of White Star for 
the past 3 years. The beauty of this property and memo-
ries that we have both intrinsically and in our pictures, 
will be difficult to match again.  
   The parents, teachers and students of Villa Lyan came 
and enjoyed the day. One of the parents was even in-
spired to get back in the saddle again. They were all 
very impressed at the magnitude of this event and very 
grateful for what we do. The Miami Marlins gave us a 
great kick start with a generous $5000 donation. We 
exceeded last year's collection and hit $18,000 so far.  
   Thank you to all who attended, donated, offered raffle 
prizes, volunteered. I feel very fortunate to have such a 
great team!     Happy Trails!   
                                              ~ Sylvia M. Cruz-Alvarez 

AROUND THE PADDOCK...OUR MEMBERS ARE BUSY! 

   Liford Lights up the show!  Seems Charla, on Dan-
zig, won 2nd Res. Champion in their first Hunter show 
at Fox Lee Farm.  Blocked trails won't be an issue for 
this west coast pair! 
   Mules-a-Comin' !  Remember to RSVP... NOW if 
you want a spot in the free mules & donkey clinic, Sat. 
Apr. 8.  Susan Soderbergh's instruction includes: nutri-
tion, health care, breeding, hoof & dental concerns, 
proper tack fit & mule psychology.  You'll be hands-on 
to halter, lead, long line drive & ride a mule;  and also 
experience driving a mini donkey on a cart.  See info in 
the ride calendar.  Contact Bonny 305-233-1897. 
   Headed for State Champs!  Alani Lopez won 1st Place 
in the All-Around competition in the recent Tim Rand 
Invitational gymnastics meet.  She is ranked #53, in the 
top 100 Fla. Gymnasts! Having qualified for the State 
Champs, to be held in April in Tampa.  We wish Alani,  
Good luck! 

   Consistent Jumping!  Celine d'Arbellas and her ever 
improving Jesus, had an awesome weekend at the Her-
itage Horse Show, at Plantation Ac. Equest. Center.  In 
Saturday's Training Jumpers 3' they earned a 3rd, 5th, 2nd 
& Res. Champion.  Sunday, a 3rd, 5th, 1st & again Res. 
Champs!  Focused practice and teamwork with your 
equine makes for steady improvement.  Congratula-
tions! 
   Breed Show!  Remember the SFTR is spotlighting all 
breeds (and colors within breeds) at the Youth Fair Pa-
rade of Breeds arena event, Apr. 9.  Open to all mem-
bers (and non-members), this lead-line fun activity is 
great for our Juniors and good training for all horses.  
So contact Manny Alvarez (redlandtrail@aol.com )or 
Bonny George, Jr. (IdrathrBfishin6@yahoo.com) to be 
included in this special off-trail activity!  
 

~Bonny George, Jr. 

mailto:redlandtrail@aol.com
mailto:IdrathrBfishin6@yahoo.com




PARADE TEAM NEWS      

   As this year's parade season comes to its 
end, we still have activities that you can par-
ticipate in to have tons of fun with the parade 
team! After the Youth Fair activities, I en-
courage you to participate in the Miami Inter-
national Cattle show, in our SFTR presenta-
tion of the colors in the opening ceremonies 
and the ride-around exhibition. Not only will 
this be a great cowboy time, but it can also 
help desensitize your horse for the upcoming 
parades starting in July. 
   There will also be other opportunities to 
help get your horse ready, such as horse soc-
cer and obstacle course rides. If you are inter-
ested in becoming a parade member, men 
must wear a gold shirt and women have a 
white shirt; both 
need to be ordered/
designed as soon as 
possible. In addi-
tion, parade tack 
(both used & new) 
is for sale. If you 
are interested, 
please call me at 
786-271-4933. 
Look for new pa-
rade info in upcom-
ing April emails.      

 
 
 
    

 
 

Paso Fino  Å  Mare  Å  Bay  Å  14 hands  Å  
2005 est. YOB 

 
   Sophie was found abandoned and emaciated 
in Hialeah on 2/22/16. Since then she has re-
gained her weight and has rehabilitated beau-
tifully. After being evaluated under saddle, 
we feel she is best suited for an advanced in-
termediate rider. On the ground, she stands 
nicely in the cross ties and is very well be-
haved when being clipped. 
   If you are interested in learning more about 
Sophie, please send us an email  (only if you 
are 18 or older). Please note we only adopt 
within the state of Florida. 

  

Visit our updated website  
 

sftrdade.org 

Contact Laurie at Laurie@helpthehorses.com 
for adoption info.  Donations can be made at 
www.helpthehorses.com 
 
UPDATE ON  HORSE OF THE MONTH,  

ñBIANCAò 
STILL LOOKING FOR A HOME! 

     ~Lisa Morgan 
       Parade Chair 
       786-271-4933 
 

         

 

GOING TO THE FAIR THIS YEAR?  
 
  Take advantage of the savings and buy advance 
sales tickets online. Members, family & friends can 
all get in on this deal. Just go to 
www.fairexpo.com.  
Click on the "Tickets" tab, enter our promo code: 
SFTR2017 at checkout. If you have any ques-
tions, call Sylvia @ 305-479-6640.  
   Our parade team will be at the opening ceremo-
nies & don't miss the Parade of Breeds & Colors on 
April 9 @ 3 PM.  
Best regards,,   
                                     ~Sylvia Cruz-Alvarez 

http://sftrdade.org
mailto:Laurie@helpthehorses.com
http://www.helpthehorses.com


THE MANGO CAFE RIDE 

   The morning began with an early chill in the air 
which quickly warmed to a beautiful day for the 13 mi-
le Redland 100 ride.  24 riders rode out thru dirt roads, 
groves, and canal banks, avoiding the roadways as 
much as possible.  Andrea Sante was in the back (can 
you believe it-sheôs riding a Quarter Horse now, Hemi) 
coaching one of our new members whose new, and first 
time horse was giving him a problem.  Celine DôArbel-
les was the heroine when she volunteered to swap hor-
ses with Pedro.  Pedroôs horse settled down after a bit, 
and  Celine and  Pedro  swapped  back to their own 
horses.   
 We arrived at The Mango Caf®, tied our horses to the 
hitching posts, and individually ordered a delicious 
Mango Caf® lunch.  Thank you to the Caf® staff who 
were prepared for our arrival and did a great job ac-
commodating us.                                 ~Renee Reynolds 
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NEWSLETTER  
 

The DEADLINE  
for all  articles & ads is: 

 

Send to: sftr@watv.net 



 

 



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 

OPPORTUNITY: Enter your horse in the Youth Fair Parade of Breeds April 9 Manny Alvarez redlandtrail@aol.com 
 
NEEDED: We need riders for the Dade County Cattle Show April 15&16  Manny Alvarez redlandtrail@aol.com 
 
FOR SALE: Cyptoaero whole grain horse feed.  No GMO's, No Soy, No Molasses, No Wheat or middlings, No Corn, No monensin, 
rumensin, or paylene.  Cryptoaero is milled in its own mixer and bagger so is not contaminated by other animal feeds! to order in 
Homestead call 305-525-3573 
 

In between newsletters you can follow all SFTR activities in our  Facebook Page.  
"South Florida Trail Riders" 

 
FOR SALE: Roll-a-Way Saddle Racks by Ben. $75.00. Call Ben 305-323-4328. Don't Tote Em,Roll Em.. 
 
FREE TO GOOD HOME: 3 healthy, cute miniature mules. 954-465-5120. 
 
FOR SALE: 2008 Shadow 2 Horse GN  Aluminum Trailer, Dressing room w/A/C, Wired w/outlets inside & under GN, On 
board Onan 2800 generator start from inside, 5 Maxxis ST tires, 4' s/w, Walk-thru door. Swing out saddle rack, Blanket rack, LED 
lights, power converter, Passenger side fender is dented (sold as is) Sylvia 305-479-6640  $10,500. 
 
SERVICE: Got BEES ???  The Tropical Beekeepers Assn. meets 2nd Tues each. mo;  14601 SW 248 St, 7pm.  We can help with 
your bee issues!  Call Bonny George, Jr. 305-233-1897. 
 
FOR SALE: Stihl weed trimmer  $ 75.00  Excell. condition . Stihl Hedge Clipper 36 in. blades  $75.00 (both $400 each when 
new)  305-559-7868. 
  
FOR SALE: Microwave Oven $25.00  excell. Condition - Lge  TV Entertainment table -fits 6 devices / hook ups. 305-559-7868 
 
FOR SALE:17" Lami-Cell roping saddle, suede memory foam padded seat, cutaway skirt for closer contact. Excellent condition  
$325.00, 13yr old QH mare,quiet, well broken ranch horse, no bad habits,good for trail riding or sorting. $1700.00, 19 yr old 
Reg. Appaloosa mare, healthy, experienced rider  Call Jorge 954-260-0156 
 
YOUTH MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISER: Teenager offering horse grooming/washing, stall mucking, general ranch/barn 
chores, tack maintenance, tack room organizing,... in exchange for contributions to her Nicaragua Mission Fund. Preferably South of 
184th St. Call 541-490-2871 
 
NOTICE: The Redland Country Market at 16155 SW 248 St is currently looking for vendors. If you make it by hand, come sell 
it! Contact Tyra 305-992-2769 for more information. www.FaceBook.com/Redland-Country-Market   
 
FOR SALE: 16 X 16 X 16 wooden crown decorative planter boxes. Surplus-plus $100 for 5 planters. Photos available. 

Email gmmetals@bellsouth.net or call 305-588-6723  
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